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went on to show the inconveniences that would be | 
attendant on compelling members to travel by the 
mail route in the western States, especially where 
the mails were transported only on horseback. It 
wes enough if members traveled by the usual! 
traveling route. If it was so amended as to require 
members to travel by the most direct mail route, 
where the mail was carried in stages, he would 
then be better pleased with the bill, as it regarded 


others. Se ce a 
Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, stated that 
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| mitted; for if it were, he would move a proviso | 
| that no Representative or Delegate to Congress | 


| at the present time, not only went the route laid | 


should be allowed to receive a sum exceeding the 
rate of eight dollars a day, from the end of one | 
session to the time of taking his seat at another. | 


It was susceptible of proof from the Journals that | 
| such had been the case heretofore. 


Mr. YELL said the members from the West, 


| down by the construction given to the law for 


| years past, but they also traveled the usual and | 


in traveling the river route he and his colleague, || 


and the members from Louisiana, did travel by 
the regular mail route, for the mail descended and 
came up the Mississippi. ; | 
Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, contend- | 
ed that those who lived at the greatest western | 
distance, were best off, and made most money, 
onaccount of the facilities of river travel, independ- 
ent of the ease and comfort of being on board a | 
steamboat. Mr. T. went into a detail of the pres- 
ent inequalities of the mode of charging. 
Mr. BOON had voted for the engrossment of this 
bill, and at that time it was his intention to have 
yoted also for its final passage, but on a reéxam- | 
ination of it, and after having heard what he had, | 
a radical change had taken place in his determina- 
tion. The bill proposed one thing in regard to 
members charging their own mileage, which was 
done at present, viz: that each member should 
certify. So did each member now. If, however, 


any change was to be wrought, let them bring it || 


about first on themselves, and not enact a Bun- 
combe measure, to bear only on those who were 
to come after them. He preferred it should lie 


ress. 
Mr. CRAIG supported the bill, and briefly re- 


facilities for traveling of late years rendered the | 
change proposed by the bill absolutely indis- 
pensable. | 

Mr. MANN, of New York, after a few re- | 
marks, showing the imperfections of the bill, 
moved to commit it té the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. RENCHER (who originally reported the | 
bill) entered into a general argument in defense of 
its several provisions. 

Mr. PARKER expressed his satisfaction with | 
the bill, and his intention to vote for it. The im- | 
provements in traveling required a total revision | 
of the mode of charging; and the bill proposed | 
nothing more than fixing a fair and equal ratio. | 
So far from the provisions of the bill going too | 
far, he would have voted for it if some of them | 
had gone still further. 

Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, contended that, 
by a fair construction of the law, members were | 
justified in traveling the route usually taken by | 
ninety-nine out of one hundred of the traveling 
community. The fact was well known to those 
acquainted with the geography of the western 
country that, if members were invariably required 
to travel by the nearest route, they would be | 
unable, at inclement seasons of the year, to go by 
that route. He should vote against the bill. . 

Mr. CAMBRELENG designated this as a poor, 
miserable dish, brought forward year after year; | 
and, although charges were not directly made, | 
they were made in ce most obnoxious form; for | 
they were implied charges, and the impression 
went abroad that members took more than they 
were entitled to. Though Mr. C. had himself | 
come to the conclusion that no member had 
charged more than he had a —_ to charge under | 
the construction put upon the law by all the Pre- 
siding Officers of the House for the last twenty | 

ears, yet he hoped the House would make at | 





east one effort to get rid of the subject. He || accompanying documents, to the Committee on | 
hoped, therefore, the bill would pass, with all its | Foreign Affairs, and that they be printed. 


imperfections—many as they had been described | 
to be—upon its eal : 


Mr. PATTON hoped the bill would be com- 


i} 


only feasible route. If the members from Arkan- 
sas were tied down to travel only by the mail 


| route, they would get nothing for a large part of 


| 
| 
| 


| 


|| structions moved by 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 





| 


| 


| siderable amount. 


the way, for their mail facilities were few at pres- 
ent in that State. The fact was, the bill was 
leveled at the western States and Territories. If 
these attacks were continually made upon the 
West, the day was not very far distant when this 
spot would be a howling wilderness; for in less 


than twenty years the seat of the General Govern- | 


ment would be removed west of the mountains. 
If, however, western gentlemen were getting too 
much, let the wages be reduced. He therefore 
moved that the Committee of the Whole be in- 
structed to report that the per diem compensation 
be reduced to six dollars a day; and that the same 
committee be also instructed to inquire into the 


|| expediency and necessity of removing the seat of 
|, Government to some eligible point on the Ohio or 
|| Mississippi rivers. 


Mr. ANTHONY remarked that they had con- 
sumed nearly the whole day in the discussion of 
this bill, and as he had very little doubt but that 


|| every member had made up his mind how he would || 
over till the commencement of the next Con- | 


vote, therefore, to test the sense of the House 


|| whether the discussion should be continued, he 
|, moved the previous question. 
plied to Mr. Lane and others. Theextraordinary || 


The House refused to second the motion—ayes 
71, noes 73; and the —_ recurring on the in- 
r. YELL, 


Mr. HANNEGAN made an earnest opposition || 


to the general provisions of the bill, showing how 


| unequally it bore upon the members of the West, 


and other parts of the country. He explained 
that, though once in favor of removing the seat of 
Government, he was no longer, for he did not | 
desire the noble and generous soil of the West to 
be contaminated. He traveled by the only prac- 
ticable route, though not the direct one, and had 
charged accordingly. He inquired if any member 
had ever deducted a dollar for lost time. 

Mr. HAWKINS said he had, to a very con- 


Mr. BROWN moved to lay the bill and in- | 
structions on the table; and asked for the yeasand | 
nays on his motion; which were ordered; and the | 
question being taken, was decided in the negative— 
yeas 58, nays 128. 

The House refusing to lay the bill on the table, | 
the question then recurred upon the motion to 
commit the bill with instructions. 

Mr. PARKS moved that the House adjourn, 
but withdrew it, to enable the Speaker to present 
the following message in writing from the Presi- 
dent of the United States: 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: — 
In compliance with the resolution of the House | 
of Representatives of the 17th instant, | transmit 
a report from the Secretary of State, together with | 
the documents by which it was accompanied. | 
ANDREW JACKSON. 


[The report of the Secretary incloses a corre- | 
spondence showing the relations subsisting be- 
tween the United States and Mexico; and also 
additional information on the condition of Texas. } 


The message having been read, 


Mr. HOWARD moved to refer it, with the | 


Mr. BOYD moved to add an instruction to that | 
committee, to report a resolution acknowledging | 
the independence of Texas. : 
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Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn, 
Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, asked for 
the yeas and nays, but the House veloted to order 
them; and the motion prevailing without a division, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivar, January 27, 1837. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by Mr. Anprew Jackson, Jr., 
his Private Secretary, transmitting certain papers 
from the War Department relative to the improve- 
|ment of Brunswick Harbor, in Georgia; which 

were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 
18th instant a report from the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, showing the amount of 
| moneys received for the sales of the public lands 
for each month during the year 1836, and the 
amount of charges for transporting specie from the 
| several land offices to the deposit banks; which 
| was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


MICHIGAN SENATORS. 

Mr.GRUN DY observed that yesterday the Sena- 
tors from the State of Michigan were admitted to 
their seats; and as the Constitution required that 
| they should be placed in their appropriate classes, 
| he supposed that this had better be done at once. 
| He would, therefore, submit a resolution, and ask 
for its immediate adoption. 

Mr.G. then submitted the following resolution; 
| which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Senate proceed to ascertain 
the classes in which the Senators from the State of 
Michigan shail be inserted, in conformity with the 
resolution of the 14th May, 1789. 
| Mr. GRUNDY observed that, before submit- 
ting the motion to carry the resolution into effect, 
| a word of explanation would, perhaps, be neces- 
| sary. There were, according tothe Constitution, 
three classes of Senators; and there was an equal 
number of each, until the coming in of the Sena- 
tors from Arkansas; but one of them drawing 
| number one, and the other number three, of 
| course there was more of these numbers than of 
numbertwo. This he had in view in drawing up 
the motion; and by providing that numbers two 
| and three only shall be drawn, the inequality 
would be lessened. 

On motion of Mr. G., it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary put into the ballot- 
box two papers of equal size, one of which shall 
be numbered two, and the other shall be a blank, 
| and each Senator shall draw out one paper; that 
| the Senator who shall draw the paper number two 
shall be inserted in the class of Senators whose 
terms of service will expire on the 3d day of 
March, 1839; that the Secretary then put into the’ 
| ballot-box two papers of equal eize, one of which 
shall be numbered one, and the other shal! be 








| numbered three, and the other Senator shall draw 


out one paper; that if the paper drawn be number 
one, the Senator shall be inserted in the class of 
Senators whose terms of service will expire the 
3d day of March, 1837; and if the paper drawn 
be number three the Senator shall be inserted in 
the class of Senators whose terms of service will 


expire the 3d day of March, 1841. 


In pursuance of the above order, Messrs. Nor- 
ve.t and Lyow proceeded to draw ballots for their 
| respective classes, when Mr. Lyon, drawing num- 
| bertwo, was classed with the Senators whose terms 
| of service expire on the 3d of March, 1839, and 
| Mr. Norvet, drawing number three, was classed 


| with the Senators whose terms of service expire 
on the 3d of March, 1841. 


| RETIREMENT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT. 
\ 


The VICE PRESIDENT notified the Chair 
that he would vacate his seat to-morrow. 
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PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


_ THE CONGR 
= 


which had been produced in Mississippi, owing 


Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of George || to the movements of the Abolitionists, was the 


Law, administrator of George Smith; which was || unpopularity of the Colonization Society, which || sideration of the subject. 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, the petition of a number of citizens of 
Perry, Genesee county, praying for an appro- 
priation for the improvement of the Alleghany 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of a number 
of citizens of the District of Columbia, stating that 
they had,a number of years past, formed an asso- 
ciation for colonizing free negroes with their own 
consent on the coast of Africa; that many dona- 
tions had been made to them in money and in 
lands, which last species of property they could 
not render available, in consequence of their not 
having a charter, and praying for an act of incor- 
poration to enable them to hold and convey real 
estate. Mr. C. moved to refer this memorial to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CALHOUN regretted that the Senator from 
Kentucky had thought fitto present this memorial, 
and deprecated any discussion or agitation of the 


subject, which he thought would rather tend to | 


increase than to allay the excitement which had 
been produced by an injudicious interference with 
a question of much delicacy. He did not intend 


to oppose the reference of the memorial, but he | 


indulged the hope that the committee would see 
the propriety of not acting on it during this session. 

Mr. CLAY regretted extremely thatthere should 
have been any expression, even ina modified form, 
in opposition to the object which the memorialists 
desire to attain. The day would come, he would 
venture to predict, when the people living in all 
portions of this vast continent, would become con- 
verts to the American colonization scheme, and 
become convinced of its utility, and the humane 
principles by which it is characterized in striving 
to ameliorate the present condition of the African 
race. 

The object, then, of the memorialists was to 


| therefore, that the present was a most unfortunate 
| period for the agitation of this question, not only 
| as regarded the country, but for the ultimate suc- 


| Senator from Kentucky would not, under these || 
| circumstances, press the subject for the considera- | 


| when the agitation of the Abolitionists shall have | 


| Mr. 
| rate a religious association, which Mr. Madison 


| shall make no law respecting the establishment of |; 


send free negroes, with their own voluntary con- | 


sent, to Liberia. They do not desire to touch 
any interest nor any property—to affect no right 
of any citizen here, orin the States. The memo- 
rialists come here and tell the Senate that many 
donations have been made to them, from time to 
time, both in land and money, and it was of the 
highest importance that such an act as they ap- 
plied for should be granted. He might remind 
the Senate of a donation that was given the Colo- 
nizaiion Society by one of the best and greatest 
men this country had ever produced—he meant 
the late venerable ex-President Madison. He 
bequeathed the donation (on account of there not 
being in existence such an act as these memorial- 
ists pray for) to Mr. Gurley, for the benefit of the 
society. Although, in the present case, the trust 
was faithfuily executed, in other cases it might 
not be; hence, therefore, the memorialists, ask for 
an act of incorporation, in order that they can 
receive what may begiventhem. Now, the object 
was dear, was interesting, was just, was natural, 
and he could not but express his hope that an act 
of incorporation would be granted. 

Mr. CALHOUN, after some remarks in reply 
to Mr. Cray, said that from the first to the last he 
had been under the impression that any interfer- 
ence with the object of this society by the General 
Government would not only be unconstitutional, 
but would have the most mischievous effects. He 
would remind the Senator from Kentucky, who 
had mentioned the late Mr. Madison as one of the 


friends of the Colonization Society, that that great || 


statesman was so strict in his notions as to the 
granting of charters by the General Government, 


rating achurchin Alexandria. The Senator from 
Kentucky must know that great diversity of opin- 
ion existed among the wisest and best men of the 
country as to the ultimate good to be effected by 
_ this society; and that the prevailing opinion of the 
reat body of the people of the South was against 
it. 


with the objects of this society by the General 
Government. 

Mr. WALKER did not intend to discuss or 
agitate the question atthis time. He would only 
state that, among the unfortunate consequences 


‘| general importance as was connected with this 
|; memorial. 


Nine tenths of the southern people at least || 
(said Mr. C.) were opposed to any interference | 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| not be confined in its operation to the District of 


| was not a proper subject to be referred to the 


previously, on the contrary, had been extremely 
popular. There were many individuals in that | 
State who had been very beneficent contributors 
to it, but who now were opposed to it. He thought, 


cess of the Colonization Society. He hoped the | 


tion of Congress. Atsome more auspicious time, | 
subsided, and when, too, the country could look | 
unbiased at the request of the memorialists, then 
would be the more appropriate period to urge the 
matter. | 
Mr. CLAY replied that he should be extremely | 
happy if he could reconcile it to his sense of duty | 
to conform to the wishes of the Senator from Mis- | 
sissippi,{Mr. Wacker, ] but, after much reflection, | 
he was satisfied that it was his duty to present the | 
memorial, and to advocate the reference he had | 
proposed. Heagreed with the Senator in thinking | 
that whatever of unpopularity that had been given | 
to this Colonization Society, resulted exclusively | 
from the acts of the Abolitionists; and he would | 
take this occasion to say, that as far as he under- | 
stood their objects, they were just as much opposed 
to the Colonization Society as to the slaveholders 
of the South; denouncihg it and imputing motives | 
to it which did not exist, and in fact assailing it in | 
every possible form. With regard to the veto of 
adison, alluded to by the Senator from 
South Carolina, it would be recoliected that it was 
made on the grounds that the act was to incorpo- 





supposed would come in conflict with that provision 
of the Constitution which declares that Congress 


religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. 
Mr. C. doubted the accuracy of the opinions of 
the Senator from South Carolina, as to the oppo- 


sition of the South to the colonization society. Of || 


the slaveholding States, he was well assured that 
a majority of the people of Virginia, Maryland, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and North Carolina, were 
in favor of its objects. He did not know but 
that the people of South Carolina and Georgia 
were opposed to it, and he could not speak as to 
Alabama; but the Senator from Mississippi had 
just assured them that this society was highly 
popular in his State, until the excitement produced 
by the abolitionists had brought it into discredit. 
Mr. BUCHANAN rose to make a suggestion 
to the Senator from Kentucky, and that was, that 
if an act of incorporation be granted at all, it must 


Columbia, it must go to the extent of the whole 
Union. It appeared to him (Mr. B.) that this 


Committee for the District of Columbia, which 
was a committee having a great deal’ of business 
to attend to, though not of a character of ,such 





He should, therefore, think it would 


_be better to have a special committee on this 


question. The gentleman from Kentucky under- 


| stood the matter perfectly well, and should be 
| placed at the head of it, and could bring forward. 





such a proposition as would meet general appro- 
bation. He (Mr. B.) therefore moved that the 
memorial be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. CLAY observed that he understood the 
subject, gnd had determined to make his proposition 


| as free from objection as possible; and, therefore, 
that he had vetoed the act of Congress incorpo- || 


he limited the powers of the act of incorporation 
to this District only. He was perfectly aware 


_ that to attempt to give it a general character, so 


that the society might establish branches here and 
there, a constitutional question would arise. He 
hoped the Senator from Pennsylvania would with- 
draw his motion for a select committee. He (Mr. 
C.) did himself doubt whether Congress had the 

ower to pass an act of incorporation which should 
cove powers beyond the District of Columbia. 
But as to the memorial, he would say, that as it 
came from the District of Columbia, the proper 
reference was to the committee having charge of 
its affairs, to which it might be sent; and he hoped 
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that it would report a bill as speedily as Possible, 
He hoped gentlemen would not postpone the con. 


7 
Mr. CALHOUN conceived that the Senator 
| from Pennsylvania had taken the proper view of 
| this question. He thought, too, that it should be 
| referred to a select committee. The Senator from 
| Kentucky and himself viewed the subject in , 
| very different point of view. A mysterious Proyj. 
| dence had brought the black and the white people 
together from different parts of the globe, and no 
human power could now separate them. The 
| whites are a Eagropean race, being masters; ang 
|the Africans are the inferior race, and slaves, 
| He believed that they could exist among us 
| peaceably enough, if undisturbed, for all time: 
‘and it was his opinion that the Colonization 
| Society, and all the other schemes which had 
_ been gotten up through mistaken notions of phi. 
lanthrophy, in order to bring about an alteration 
in the condition of the African, had a wrop 
foundation, and was calculated to disturb the 
_ existing relations between the two races, and the 
| relations between the North and the South. He 
| knew the Senator from Kentucky viewed the sub. 
ject in a very different light, for he had stated on 
many occasions the opinions he held. He (Mr. 
C.) believed that the very existence of the South 
| depended upon the existing relations being kept up, 
and that every scheme which might be introduced, 
| having for its object an alteration in the condition 
of the negro, was pregnant with danger and ruin, 
| Tt was a benevolent object,and highly desirable 
| that the blessings of civilization and christianity 
| should be introduced into benighted Africa; but 
this was a Government of limited powers, and 
| had no more to do with free negroes than with 
slaves; and if Africa was to be christianized and 
civilized, he hoped it would not be done by this 
| Government acting beyond its constitutional pow- 
ers. It was a matter of little importance to him, 
whether the memorial should be referred to a 
| select committee, or to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. PRESTON expressed his hope that the 

memorial might be sent to the Committee for the 
| District of Columbia. 
Mr. STRANGE said that he should be com- 
| pelled to vote against the reference of the memo- 
| rial to any committee whatsoever. He coincided 
| in opinion with both the Senators from South Car- 
_olina, that were an act of incorporation passed, 
its effects would be coextensive with the Union 
_ itself. And he should deprecate more the location 
of asociety at this point than at any other, be- 
| cause of its commanding position; and on account 
| of its indicating the right of Congress to interfere 
| with so delicate and important a subject. It was 
impossible to be so obtuse as not to see that this 
| society, with its Briarean arms, would not exer- 
cise a great influence over the interests of the 
| southern country. What would be its effects, 
but to hold out to the slave population to become 
free? He meant according to the laws of the coun- 
try in which they lived. They did not generally 
| desire freedom, in their degraded condition, and 
most of the slaves preferred living in that condi- 
tion. But when an inducement was held out to 
them, it was done to make them discontented 
_ with the situation in which God had placed them. 
| He had been opposed to the Bank of the United 
States, because he believed Congress had no 
| power to grant ® charter out of the District of 
| Columbia; for the same reason nearly, he was 
| noW opposed to granting an act of incorporation to 
the Colonization Society in this District, because, 
in its very nature, its operations could not be con- 
| fined to it solely. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, after a few remarks, seid 
that no gentleman could look upon this question 
without perceiving that it involved one of the 

reatest constitutional questions that could poss!- 
Ely be raised. What was it? Simply to charter 
the Colonization Society of the District of Co- 
lumbia? Why (said Mr. B.)arenot the members 
of this society scattered all over the Union; and 
| is it not its object to establish an empire in Africa’ 
Did not the gentleman from Kentucky say that, 
through it means, civilization and christianity were 
to be extended over Africa? These were most 
benevolentand praiseworthy objects,(Mr. B. said,) 
and he hoped they might succeed ; but he would 
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ask, were these grand objects to be referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, constitu- 
ted as it was to take charge of the local interests 
of this ten miles square ? He could not think that 
this was @ proper question for the consideration 
of the District Committee; but it would be an 


riate subject of consideration for the Com- | 
— the Judiciary, which was constituted to | 


mittee ont ; : ; ; 
take cognizance of questions involving constitu- 
tional law. Desirous, however, to have as much 


light as possible on this subject, and knowing that | 


the Senator from Kentucky was perfectly well 

acquainted with it, he would greatly prefer refer- 

ring the memorial toa select committee, of which 
5 


that gentleman should be the head, in order that | 
the public might be enlightened by the ablereport | 


that he would make; but if this could not be done, 
he thought it ought to be sent to the standing com- 
mittee, which had a peculiar charge over constitu- 
tional questions. © 

Mr. CLAY said the argument of the honorable 
Senator from Pennsylvania was founded upon the 


hypothesis that the operations of the society were |, 


not to be confined to the District of Columbia, but 
were to be coextensive with the Union. It 
should be recollected, however, that the memo- 
rialists did not come here to ask for any legaliza- 
tion of their operations, for they could go on, as 
they had already gone on for twenty years past. 
They could fit out their vessels from Norfolk, 
New Orleans, and elsewhere, without coming to 
ask Congress for permission. Having, then, got 


that power now, they did not ask the aid of Con- | 


gress to carry on their operations in that respect 
at all. The error into which the gentleman had 
fallen was, in not limiting his views to this single 
fact—that the memorialists asked Congress to 
grant them simply the power to receive and to 
hold property bestowed upon them by voluntary 
benevolence. 

Mr. BUCHANAN wished to ask the Senator 
‘rom Kentucky one question. If a charter was 
cranted by Congress to this society in the District 
of Columbia, would not the whole society be 
thereby organized? Would not the presidents 
and officers of the auxiliary societies act in obedi- 
ence to this society here? He could not (Mr. B. 
said) conceive of two distinct societies. 


Mr. CLAY could not say as to the officers of || 


the auxiliary societies; but the actual corporators 
would be residents of the District of Columbia. 
Mr. STRANGE would say one word in reply 
to the last suggestion of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. If the society was efficient, without legis- 
lation, why did they desire sc mething else? And 


that brought to his mind all the consequences | 


growing out of a society of that character. If it 
required to be legalized, he would deprecate the 
consequences of that legalization. It was apparent 
that they could not get along so well without legis- 
ation, as with it. He was opposed to lending 
them any assistance at all; for, if Congress granted 
them simply the powers they asked, it would be 
doing nothing less than to lend their countenance 
to the first step of a great system pregnant with 
evil to southern interests. He did not doubt 
that the gentlemen who brought forward this 
proposition were sincere, and that the Coloniza- 
tion Society were actuated by benevolent motives; 
but, nevertheless, he was unwilling to aid them 
by legislation, for the reasons which he had 
already stated. 

Mr. RIVES remarked that, as he had made up 
his mind to vote for the reference of this memorial 
tothe Committee for the District of Columbia, he 
did not wish to be considered as expressing any 
opinion that the objects of this society could be 
accomplished by the aid of Congress. While he 
did not believe that it was competent for Congress 
to incorporate any society whose objects extended 
beyond the limits of the District, and were co- 
extensive with the Union, he was yet disposed to 
vote for the reference, on the assumption that the 
acts of this society were to be confined to the Dis- 
trict of Colembia. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, felt very unwilling 
that the memorial should be referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, for it was 
general in its character, as many gentlemen 
seemed to think, and that was to his mind the 
very reason why it should not be sent to this 
committee, whose duty was to attend to business 


} 








3 ¥ 7 
connected only with the ten miles square, and 


to guard the rights of the people living within | 


that space. It was quite palpable that no cor- 
porate body of this character could be established 
here without affecting the whole Union. Why 
did not the society, instead of coming to Congress 
for an act of incorporation, apply to some of the 
States of the Union? Their object was clear; and 
he could not but regard this as an entering wedge 
to more extended operations, and it should be 
feustrated at once. He had never thrown any 





| 





obstacle in the way of what he considered praise- | 


worthy and meritorious on the part of the Colo- | 
nization Society; but it was not the duty of Con- | 


gress to lend them any assistance. Mr. K. con- 


cluded by moving that the memorial be laid on | 


the table. 


The memorial was then laid on the table—ayes 
24, noes 12. 


Mr. NILES presented the petition of Ezra 
Chapman; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, presented the memorial 
of sundry citizens of Ohio, praying for the removal 
of the land office in the Piqua district from Leonia 
| to Franconia; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, presented the memorial 
of Charles Gay and James R. Butts, praying to 
be authorized to import, free of duty, two iron 
steamboats, in detached parts, with the necessary 
machinery, &c.; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Wilmington, praying for a further 
appropriation for the improvement of Christiana 
river, and for the construction of a harbor at the 


|| mouth of the same; which was referred to the 


Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Sarah Addison; which was referred to the Com- 
, mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. RIVES presented the petition of John 
| Roberts, praying for interest on a commutation 
claim; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. DAVIS presented some additional papers 
in support of the petition of the owners of the 

Nantucket Steamboat Company; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of the 

| Legislature of Michigan, praying that measures 

‘nay be taken for the removal of certain Indian 

_ tribes from that Stete; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, a memorial from the same, praying for 
| an appropriation for the removal of obstructions 
| from Saginaw river, and that Lower Saginaw may 
| be madea port of entry; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. N. gave notice that he would, to-morrow, 
_ ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief of James 
| Witherall. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of John K. Bulow, de- 
ceased; which was read, and ordered to a second 
| reading. 
| Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Na- 
| val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Andrew 
Armstrong; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the same commitiee, 
| reported a bill for the relief of Catharine Carlisle 
| Read; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the Committee on Finance, 
| to which had been referred, by a resolution of the 
| Senate of the 19:h day of December last, so much 
| of the annual message of the President as relates 
to the reduction of the revenue to the wants of 
the Government, had directed him to report the 


following bill; and, as the bill was not accompanied 





| 
| 


by any written report, he hoped he should be ine 
dulged by the Senate in a very concise statement 
of some of the principles and views which had 
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governed the action of the committee. It was 
not his purpose to debate the bill at this period, 
but merely to state its contents, and the founda- 
tions upon which it rested. 


REVENUE BILL. 


| A BILL to alter and amend the several acts imposing dn- 


ties upon imports, 


Be it enacted, §c., That from and after the thirtieth day 
of June,in the year of our Lord eighteen bundred and 
thirty-seven, in addition to the arucles exempted from the 
payment of duty by the various revenue laws of the United 
States now existing and in force, the articles hereafter 
named in this section of this act, imported into any collee- 
tion district of the Unjted States, shall be admitted tree ef 
duty, viz: 

Floor matting usually made of flags or other materials; 
square wire used for the manufacture of stretchers for um- 
brellas, and cut in pieces not exceeding the iength used for 
stretchers, aquatortis, Brazil pebble prepared for specta- 


| cles, crystals for watches, diamond for glaziers, dressed 


furs, embroidery, all articles composed whoily or chiefly 
of gold, jewelry, gold and silver laces, muriatic acids, 
bicromate of potash, cromate of potash, prussiate of potash, 
chronometers, tartaric acids, barley straw or grass baskets, 
composition, wax, or amber beads, all other beads not 
otherwise enumerated in the existing laws, Prussian blue, 
bolting cloths, shell or paper boxes, bricks, hair or palm- 
leaf brooms, button moulds, calomel, carbonate of soda, 
cashmere of Thibet, corrosive sublimate, down of all 
kinds, feathers for beds, gold leaf, bair bracelets, hair not 


| made up for head dresses, lampblack, linen padding, (if not 
| suitable for cotton bagging,) sulphate of magnesia, mus- 





tard, salad oi}, almond paste, perfumes, pickles, perfumed 
hair-powder, tooth powder, sulphate of quinine, Rochelle 
salts, fossil and crude mineral salt, fancy or perfumed 
shaving and other soaps, including Windsor, and wash- 
balis, emetic tartar, building tiles, paving tiles, washes, 
ouar of roses, oil of lemon, oil of burgamot, essential oil of 
rose, oil of earraway, oil of lavender, oil of rosemary, coa- 
metics, anti corrosive lithic paints, linen tape, sextants, 
quadrants, telescopes, and glasses for sextants, quadrants, 
and telescopes, gold, silver, and precious stones, hair cloth 
and hair seating, indigo, cotton and thread laces, manu- 


| factured and prepared quills, common tinned and japanned 


saddlery, china and porcelain wares, earthorn and stone 
wares, watches of all kinds, and parts of watches, silver 
and plated ware, worsted yarn, blankets, the value not 
exceeding seventy-five cents each, vinegar, olive oil, teas 
of all kinds, chocolate, Cayenne pepper, cigars, bristles, 


| corks, copper rods and bolts, copper nails and spikes, 


books printed prior to 1775, books in other languages than 
Greek, Latin, and English, glass bottles, demijohns, com- 
mon salt, anchovies and sardines, ground and polished 
looking-glass plates, silvered and unsilvered. 

Sec.2 And be it further enacted, That from and after 


| the thirtieth day of June, in the year eighteen hundred and 


—_—_——$—$—$—$—$ rrr 


thirty-seven, the duties now by law chargeable upon all 
wines and ail spirits made of vinous materials imported 


| into the United States, shall be reduced one half, and from 


and after that day no more than one half the rates of duty 
now chargeable upon any wines and spirits made of vinous 
materials of any country shall be assessed or collected. 
Sec. 3. And be it furtner enacted, That when it shall 
be satisfactorily proved to the Secretary of the Treasury 
that any iron, imported for the construction of the hulls of 
iron steamboats, has been actually applied to the construc- 
tion of the hull of any such iron steamboat, and twat the 
boat to which any such iron has been applied is completed 
and fitted for use in navigation, he may allow a drawback 
of the duty on such iron so actually and permanently ap- 


| plied, or if the duty shall have been paid, be may refund 
| the same, anything in any act to the contrary notwithstand- 
| ing: Provided, That no iron shall be considered as im- 


ported for the construction of the hulls of iron steamboats, 
but such as is fitted and prepared for that use without 
further manufacture, and that nothing in this act shall be 
so construed as tu exempt from duty the engines, boilers, 


| and other steam apparatus to be used in any such ion 
| steamboat. 


Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That whenever the 


| bonds given for the duties upon the importation of any such 


iron shall become due, and payable before the suid iron can 
be actually and permanently applied to the construction of 


| any such iron steamboat, inthe manner required by the last 


preceding section, the Secretary of the Treasury shall be, 


| and he is hereby, authorized to extend the time for the 


payment of so much of any such bonds as shall be equal 
to the drawback to which the obligor or obligors may be 


| entitled: Provided, That no extension of time for the pay- 


ment of any portion of any such bond shall exceed the 


| period of two years from the date of the importation of the 
| iron upon which the right of drawback is claimed in pur- 


suance of this act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, Nhat all articles made 
free from duty by the provisions of the first section of this 
act, aud ail wines and spirits made from vinous materials, 
the daties upon which are reduced by the provisions of the 


| second section of this act from and after the thirtieth day 


of June next, which shall be imported into the United 
States before the said last mentioned day, and shall be put 


| into the custom-house stores under the bond of the im- 
| porter or owner, and shall remain under the control of the 


proper officer of the customs until the said thirtieth day of 


| June next, shall be free, or subject to no higher rate of 
| duty than is imposed by this act: Provided, That no such 


articles or property shali be deposited in the custom-house 


stores except in the original packages, bales, boxes, bags, 
casks, cases, or bottles as imported. 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act be, and 
the s ame are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. W. said it was his duty here to say that, 
in consequence partly of ill health, and partly of 
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other and paramount engagements, the committee 
had been deprived, during all its deliberations 
upon this bill, of the valuable advice and aid of 
one of its members; and that, therefore, nothing 
contained in the bill, and nothing which he should 
any, was to be considered as committing that 
member of the committee, or as expressing his 
views upon the important and interesting ques- 
tions involved. The very lste arrival in the city 
of another member of the committee had prevent- 
ed him from partaking fully in their deliberations. 
The bill, therefore, is to be received rather as the 
conclusions and recommendations of a bare ma- 
jority of the committee than of the whole com- 
mittee, and it was his duty further to add, that 
what he should now say would be more the ex- 
pression of hia private views, and the motives 
and opinions which had governed his action, than 
anything he had been eitherauthorized or directed 
by the committee to say. 

The reference was general, and applied to the 
whole revenue of the country. This revenue, 
or, more properly speaking, the receipts into the 
Treasury, consists of two parts, the money 
derived from the duties imposed upon importa- 
tions, which is revenue proper, and the receipts 
from the sales of the public lands, which is, in 
fact, capital, and not revenue. The committee, 
upon their first view of the reference, considered 
this last branch of the subject, the receipts from 
lands, more properly to belong to another standing 
committee of the Senate—the Committee on the 
Public Lands. Indeed, at the very time of the refer- 
ence, they knew that the subject of the reduction 
of the amount of money flowing into the public 
Treasury from the sales of the public lands was 


under consideration before that committee; and | 


very soon after this reference to the Committee 
on Finance, and before that committee had made 
it a subject of deliberation, the Committee on the 
Public Lands reported to the Senate a bill, having 
for its object the reduction of this branch of the 
receipts into the ptblic Treasury. That bill was, 
long since, taken up for action in the Senate, and 
has, for many days now last past, occupied the 
principal time and attention of the body. 

The Committee on Finance, therefore, have 


not, at any time, considered that branch of the | 


reference before them for their action, or that they 
have been, at any period since the reference, at 
liberty to consider and act upon it. 

Mr. W. said, another conclusion of his own 


mind, and one he believed existing also in the | 


minds of his colleagues upon the committee who 
were present and acting, was, that if Congress, 
by any legislative action, at its present session, 
could reduce the receipts into the Treasury to the 
wants of the Government, the most important 
measures to reach that object must relate to the 
lands, and go to reduce the receipts from that 
source. This conclusion was founded upon the 
amount of receipts from that source for the last 
two years. These receipts, for the years 1835 
and 1836, counted together, had amounted to 
between thirty-eight and thirty-nine millions of 
dollars, he did not know but full thirty-nine mil- 
lions; a sum which exceeded the usual estimate 


of the wants of the ne for the two years | 


mentioned. If, then, every dollar of the revenue 


from customs were instantly repealed, and the | 


receipts from the lands were to continue at the 
rates of the last year, there would still be a sur- 
plus in the Treasury, or the expenses of the Gov- 


-ernment must be swollen beyond the amount 


which is considered economical and desirable. 
It was, therefore, impossible to apply an efficient 
and adequate remedy for the existing evil of a 
redundant revenue by any reduction of the revenue 
from customs. The receipts from the lands was 
the seat of the evil, and to that quarter the great 
and commanding remedies must be directed. The 
committee hoped and believed, during the whole 
of their deliberations, that Congress would pass 
the necessary laws, during its present session, to 
lop this branch of our public receipts, and to re- 
lieve the National Treasury from the dangerous 
lethora now weighing upon it from that source. 
r. W. said he yet entertained that hope, and 
his action upon the interesting and important sub- 
ject of a reduction of our revenue from the customs 
ad been influenced by that hope and belief. 
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/ were, to a consideration of. the reduction of the 
duties upon customs, another principle which 
actuated himself, and which he believed actuated 
every member of the committee who participated 
in their deliberations, was to move cautiously and 
safely; not to shock the public sense by any hasty 
and rash movement; not, if that could possibly 
be prevented, to disturb any permanent and im- 
portant domestic interest of the country, which 
had grown up, or was now growing up, under 


the protection of our revenue laws; but to go as. 


far as the existing laws would permit, to reduce 
this branch of the revenue without incurring any 


of these evils. Acting — this principle, 4 
which he was directed | 


committee had, in the bil 
to report, and which he was about to send to the 


Secretary ’s table, added to the list of free articles | 


everything which had appeared to them to admit 
of being made free, without injury to the interests 
to which he had referred.. Every article pro- 
posed to be made free was distinctly named in the 


bill, and the committee had caused a statement to | 


be prepared, from the tables of commerce and 
navigation for the year ending on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1835, (the last table of that description 


which is yet completed,) showing the name, or | 


designation, of the article, the present rate of duty, 
the amount of importations for the year 1835, the 
amount of duty paid upon the article as calculated 
upon those importations, and the amount of duty 
| propesed to be reduced, as estimated upon the 
| importations of that year. Many of the articles 
named in the bill are not enumerated separately 
in the tables of commerce-and navigation, but are 
given ae non-enumerated articles, and so grouped 
as not to show, with precision, the importance of 
each; but the committee believe that the state- 


ment will present, with satisfactory clearness, to | 


the mind of every Senator, the effect of the action 
they recommend by this part of their bill. This 
statement it was the intention of the committee to 
ask the Senate to order to be printed to accom- 
pany the bill; and they felt confident it would 
afford greater aid to the action of the body upon 
the bill than any other form of written report they 


_ could have presented. 


Among the articles proposed to be made free 
would be found ‘*common salt;” and (Mr. W. 
said) while it was not his object, at this time, to 
discuss any of the merits or provisions of the 
bill, he hoped he should be pardoned for the re- 
mark, that he knew this was, by far, the moet 
important article inserted in the free list, and an 


article much more likely than any other to excite | 


a deep feeling in the country, and to meet with 
firm and spirited opposition. He also knew that 
this was, in certain portions of the Union, a pro- 
tected article, and would in that sense, be con- 
sidered as inserted in violation of the general prin- 
ciple by which the committee had proposed to 
govern their action. Under these convictions, he 
was consoled by the reflection that no State in the 
Union held so deep a stake in this article, asa 
_ domestic article, and one of domestic manufacture, 
as the State he had the honor in part to represent 
here. It was an important article to a large and 
most respectable class of the citizens of his State, 
as one of production and manufacture; and it was 
important to the State itself, as a source of revenue 
to the State treasury. In these aspects he was 
fully aware of the delicacy of his position in having 


_ consented, as a member of the committee, to the 


insertion of salt as a free article, and in standing 
here to urge the Senate to repeal the duty upon it. 
He did, however, believe that the universal wish 
of his constituents was that the revenues of this 
Government should be reduced to the economical 


wants of its Treasury, and that they did not ex- 


pect to reach that desirable result without them- 


selves making their full share of sacrifices to the 
/common object. He therefore relied upon their 
liberality and patriotism to justify him in the 
course he had pursued; arid he did not doubt that 
they would justify their representatives upon this 


floor, and in the other House of Congress, in 


' consenting to this reduction of more than half a 


million of tax upon one of the most prominent 
'and universal necessaries of life, when the money 
raised upon it was not only not wanted for public 
expenditure, but was producing dangers to our 


|| institutions greater than any which those institu- 
Thus confined, as the committee Welieved they | tions have heretofore encountered—the dangers of 
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| an over-filled Treasury, and a surplus divemas, 


| He could not be mistaken in the opinion that jf 
| the country could be effectually discharged from 
these startling dangers, his constituents, patriotic 

| and intelligent as they eyer had been, and still are 
|| would not only justify, but applaud, their repre. 

| sentatives here, for coming forward and offeriy 
|, this sacrifice on their behalf to reach so importan, 

| a national good. 

|. Mr W. said the article of “wines” was another 
| important article which had presented itself to the 
1 notice of the committee, and which they would 
| have been inclined to make free, had it not been 
their duty also to notice and regard the stipula. 
tions in relation to wines in our late treaty with 
| France. Those stipulations must be preserved 
with all the national faith which has, throughout 
the whole history of our beloved country, go 
| signally distinguished her policy towards ‘other 
|| nations; and in the opinion of the committee they 
| put it out of the power of Congress to make any 
wines free until after the expiration of the term 
|| mentioned in the treaty, during which the wines 
| of France were to have extended to them certain 
| advantages, in our revenue laws, over the wines 
of other countries. Under this impression, the 
committee have recommended a further reduction 
| to the extent of one half of the existing duties 
| upon all wines, from whatever country imported; 
| thus preserving the proportions between French 
|, and other wines, stipulated by the treaty to be 
preserved in our future legislation upon this sub. 
| ject, and pursuing the same course of legislation 
which Congress has, upon two former occasions, 
| since the ratification of the treaty, pursued in rez. 

|| ulating the duties upon wines. 4 
As intimately connected with this branch of the 
revenue from customs, the article of *‘ spirits made 
| from vinous materials’’ attracted the attention of 
| the committee. They found the existing duties 
_ upon this description of spirits very high, ranging 
|| from fifty-three to eighty-five cents per gallon, 
according to the rates of proof at which the spirits 
| may be imported, and that by applying the same 
| reduction to this class of duties which the com- 
_ mittee propose to apply to wines themselves, they 
|| would be able to reduce the current revenue bya 
| sum not less than from $275,000 to $300,000 per 
-annum. It was not without much hesitancy and 
| doubt that the committee adopted this recom- 
/mendation. They were, and are, fully sensible 
‘that a proposition for the reduction of the dui cs 
| upon any description of ardent spirits will not 
meet with favor in the minds of a very large por- 
| tion of our citizens. They feel no certainty that 
| it will receive the approbation of the Senate; but 
|| 80 deep was the conviction in the minds of a 
| majority of the committee of the necessity of a 
| reduction of every duty not protective in its char- 
/acter, to secure the preservation of those which 
| are so, that they felt bound to make the proposi- 
| tion, and present it to Congress. © The reduction 
| in the revenue which will be effected by its adop- 
tion is so important in amount, that the commit: 
| tee hope it will receive the calm and candid con- 
| sideration of Senators before a determination shall 
| be made to diminish so extensively the beneficial 
| action of the bill they present. To relieve the 
| country from the incalculable evils growing out 
| ofa —— revenue is the object of the bill; to do 
| that without a reduction of the protecting duties 











| has been the intention of the committee. They 
| have, therefore, not touched the duty upon ‘spir- 
| its from grain;” and they cannot suppose that the 
reduction they propose upon one single other 
description of spirits will bring them at all into 
eae competition with domestic spirits of any 
|, kind. 


Mr. W. said he was extending his remarks 
| further than he had designed, as discussion now 
| was not his object. He would not, therefore, 
| refer to any other articles affected by the two first 
| sections of the bill. The two great articles of salt 
| and spirits were the only ones which he supposed 
| could excite much interest, or lead to much dis- 
cussion or opposition. Hence he had desired ‘0 
| bring them more particularly to the notice of ine 
| Senate. It might be found that other articles liad 
| been unwisely inserted. [t would be strange if, 
in so extensive a list, it should not be so; but they 
would not be important, and might be stricken 
out. It would also, no doubt, be found that some 
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nem had been omitted which ought to be made 


when acting upon the bill, to extend reduction to | 


articles not now included. The examinations of 
the committee had been careful and diligent, but 
they had not been as extensive and perfectas they 
themselves could have wished, though as perfect 
as the time allowed them had permitted. 

He would now (Mr. W. said) offer, very 
briefly, the apology which the committee had to 
offer for presenting the bill unaccompanied by any 
written report. If he had been fortunate enough 
to make himself understood by the Senate, in the 
remarks he had already made, it would be seen 
that no report could make the provisions of the 
pill more clear, or show more accurately its influ- 
ence upon the revenue, and upon the articles 
embraced in it, than the statement prepared by 
the committee to accompany the bill would accom- 

lish those purposes. The only object, therefore, 
of a report from the committee would be to give to 


the Senate their views, he would say their conjec- | 


tures, a8 to the receipts and expenditures of the 
Government for the present and future years. 


After the most mature examination and reflection, | 
jit was the unanimous opinion of those members | 


of the committee who were present, and acting in 
the matter, that they could make no report upon 


these points which would communicate to the | 


Senate any new information not already in the 


ossession of every member of the body, or which | 


would furnish any valuable or useful guides to the 
action of Congress upon the bill. Were it not 
proposed, by legislative action, during the present 
session of Congress, to make great and important 
changes, affecting all branches of the revenue, and 
all the sources from which money comes into the 
public Treasury, calculations, estimates, conjec- 
tures, might be made ag to the revenues of the 
present year; but all such calculations, even in 
that case, would be most vague and uncertain at 
best. The experience of the last two years has 
demonstrated the impossibility, with all the in- 
formation which can be reached by those officers 
of the Government whose sole business and dut 
itis to manage our fiscal affairs, of so perfecting 
estimates upon this point that they may not dis- 
appoint us many millions. Distinguished and 
experienced legislators, too, have frequently at- 
tempted estimates with no better success, and no 
member of the Committee on Finance can pretend 
to information, or judgment, superior to those 
who have thus erred in their conjectures as to the 
receipts into our publie Treasury for a given 
future period. 

Add, then, the consideration that both branches 
of Congress are, at this moment, considering bills 
designed to diminish, for the future, the receipts 
into the Treasury from the sales of public lands, 
the impossibility that the committee should know 
whether any bill upon that subject will finally pass 
and become a law; what may be the provisions of 
the bill which shall pass, in case any bill do pass; 
and what my bae the effect, in practice, upon the 
receipts of money for land sales of any given pro- 
visions which may be incorporated in any bill, 
and Mr. W. said he could not suppose it would 
be expected by the Senate that the Committee 
on Finance would have attempted any estimate of 
the amount to be reduced frora the revenue from 
customs, in order to reduce the whole receipts into 
the Treasury to the standard of the economical 
wants of the Government, Against a body of 
contingencies and uncertainties of the magnitude 
and character specified, added to those which must 
always attend estimates of future revenue from 
uncertain sources, estimates in name would bemore 
loose than ordinary conjectures; and so loose as to 
be of no other value than the mere conjecjures of 
so many members of the body to which their report 
would be submitted. So much for the reasons 
which have led the committee to come to the con- 
clusion not to attempt estimates, or calculations, 
or conjectures, as.to the amount of money to 
come into the national Treasury during the present 
or any future year. They have satisfied them- 
selves that the reductions from the revenue from 
customs proposed by the bill they recommend, 
can be spared by the national Treasury, and 
leave it able to meet the necessary calls upon it. 
They do not pretend to say that further reduc- 
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|! the point so much’ desired, that of the eeonomical | 
free; and it might be the pleasure of the Senate, | 


wants of the Government. The receipts in the 
public Treasury are now greatly above that point. 
} The committee have already said their examina- 
| 


\ 
j 


tions have convinced them that the great measures 
of reduction must be directed to that branch of the 
receipts arising from the sales of lands. They 
feel strongly tne soundness of the principle, that 
reduction should be proceeded in cautiously and 
carefully, and, so far as that can be done, with a 
certainty that while we are remedying ene evil we 
_ do not fall into another; that while we omit nothing 
| which can properly be done to reduce the revenue 
to the wants of the Government, we do nothing 
|| calculated to carry us so far below that point as 
| immediately to produce the necessity of again 
raising revenue by an increased rate of duties upon 
imports. These constant fluctuations, sudden and 
excessive changes in our revenue laws, and con- 
sequent agitations of the public mind, and uncer- 





mercial men, (Mr. W. said,) he thought it most 
important, in any legislation, to avoid. 
he, as a member of the committee, had determined 
to pursue what he considered a safe course, neither 
| endangering nor disturbing any important pro- 
tected interest of the country, or the public Treas- 
ury in meeting the necessary calls upon it. He 
had not attempted to determine that the bill would 
| do all that a full remedy for the existing evils de- 
manded, but merely that, in the present state of 


public receipts and the influences upon it of the 
| instant legislation of Congress, it was all the com- 
mittee had concluded, at present, to recommend, 
and that so much might be done safely. 

Mr. W. said there was no less difficulty in 
| making calculations and estimates upon the other 
| side of this great account, the public expenditures. 

The ordinary expenditures of the Government, 
| that portion of the expenses required to keep all 
| the departments of the Government in organiza- 
|| tion and operation, were laid before us by the 
|| proper fiscal officer of the Government, and ap- 


y || propriations to that extent might be very safely 

| calculated upon. All the information within the | 
|| power of the committee upon this class of appro- | 
|| priations had been equally fully in the hands of | 


| every member of Congress from the commence- 
| ment of thesession. No benefit here, then, could 
| be derived from any report the committee could 
/have made. All beyond this was within the 
| pleasure of the two Houses of Congress and the 
| President. What extraordinary appropriations 
|| they might see fit to make for fortifications, for the 
|| Navy, for the public defense generally, or for any 
| other of the great objects calling for expenditures 


| to attempt to conjecture. 
| fore, with any certainty, estimate the expenses of 
| the year. r. W. said he felt conscious that the 
| appropriations of Congress would, as he thought 
| those appropriations should, be graduated by adue 
| regard to the ability of the Treasury to pay, and the 


They could not, there- 


| penditures. He would add no more upon this 


the action of the committee in submitting the bill 
without any attempt at a report upon these vague 





uncertainties. 

A single other remark, (Mr. W. said,) and he 
would relieve the Senate from listening to him fur- 
ther. 


been introduced elsewhere upon this same subject, | 
and proposing to accomplish the s&me great pur- | 
e hoped he should not be considered as | 


pose. 


in making this reference to that measure. It might | 


be supposed by some member of this body, it might 


| tainties in the operations of mercantile and com- | 


Hence || 


| uncertainty as to the other important branch of the | 


| of money, it was not only out of the power of the _ 
| committee to say, but it would bein vain for them || 


| the 30th June next. 


branch of the subject, hoping the Senate would | 
find in these suggestions sufficient apology for || 


He had not forgotten that another bill had | 


_ ought to be ta 
| amount that can be raised from taxes; and second, 


penal hpeenapenait chap) er dg ea the probable amount that it will be necessary to 


of Congress, or it might be supposed by some por- || 
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For himself, (Mr. W. said,) he could say, with 
perfect tru:h, that no such motive or feeling had 
entered into his action. He wassure he could say 
the same for his colleagueg upon the committee. 
They had considered the reference of the Senate, 
in the special manner in which it had been made, 
positive and mandatory upon them. A report of 
some sort was their duty, and the report which 
they believed most conformable to their duty, 
under the reference, was the bill he was about to 
present. The time for making their report, was 
not a matter of their pleasure. If made in the 
shape of a bill, they were bound to make it in time 
to permit the possibility of action upon it; and 
they had not been unfrequently reminded of the 
impatience of some members of the body fur the 
conclusions to which they should come. Their 
delay had been unintentional and compulsory, and 
the advancement of the session had urgently ad- 
monished them that further delay would be equal 
to a failure to discharge the important and delicate 
duty intrusted to them. He (Mr. W.) thought 
that an examination of the two bills would satisfy 
every one that they could, in no sense, be antago- 
nist to each other. The one proposes to add 
largely to the list of free articles, and to make ma- 
terial reductions upon two classes of articles not 
considered as belonging to the protected products 
or manufactures of the country. The other pro- 
poses to hasten, with very great rapidity, the re- 
ductions proposed to be made by the compromise 
act. It cannot, then, escape attention that there 
is no contradiction, in-principle or action, between 
the two measures. Both may make too large, or 
too rapid, a reduction; but should the bill now 
presented fall short of its object, a sufficient reduc- 
tion of the revenue from custome, it was his duty 
to say, that no other mode of further material 
reductions had suggested itself to his mind, in the 
course of his examinations and reflections upon 
the subject, than to adopt the principle of that 
bill, moderated as to time so as to suit the ex- 
igency. He would further say, that he wished 
those most interested in the great and important 
provisions of the compromise act, could see, as be 
thought he could see, that it was their peculiar 


| interest to consent to a modification of that act, 


which should make its reductions of the revenue 
gradual and uniform from the present period to 
the year 1842; a little more rapid from this time 
to 1841, and much less precipitous and shocking 
to those interests from 1841 to 1842. As, however, 
the committee had no evidence before them of the 
feeling of the citizens most deeply interested in this 
policy, and as they had determined, if possible, to 


| digest a bill which would meet with favor, and be 


passed into a law, they refrained from affixing any 
such condition to the bill they now report. 

As to the instant effect of the two measures, Mr. 
W. said, he believed there would be little differ- 
ence. The bill he held in his hand proposed to 
reduce a fraction over $2,400,000, from and after 
‘he other measure to which 
he had referred, as he understood it, proposed to 


|| reduce about $7,000,000, at three periods stated, 
|| public and national wants to be supplied; but he || 
also further believed that a redundant ‘Treasury || 

always promoted, not large merely, but extrava- | 
| gant appropriations; and one of his greatest anxie- | 
| ties to reduce the national revenues to the national | 
wants arose from the conviction that in that way | 
|| only can we preserve a system of economical ex- | 


the first of which was the 30th of September next, 
and the only one of the three periods falling with- 
in the present year. That measure, however, was 
prospective, and this was not; but Congress wouid 
be again in session before that bill would have 
effected but one reduction,and the accounts of the 


| Treasury for another year would have been laid 
| before us as our guide to future and further action. 


He would detain the Senate no longer. 
The bill and accompanying report was then 


| read. 


Mr. CLAY expressed his regret that the chair- 
man of the committee had not thought proper to 
accompany a bill of so much importance aa the one 
just read with a report, showing the probable rev- 
enue, as well as the probable expenditures, of the 
Government for the present year. In considerin 
the amount of revenue necessary to be provides 
for this or any other Government, two questions 

het into view. First, the probable 


expend. In both of these 


articulars (Mr. C. 
said) the Senator from New 


ork had failed to 


tion of our common constituents, that this bill || give information, either verbally or in writing. 
t coming from the Committee on Finance, was de-| He gets round it (said Mr. C.) by suppoeing that 
tions will not be required to bring the revenue to |! signed to conflict with the measure referred to. |! it is not necessary to go into the inquiry. But 


infringing unpardonably, upon the rules of order, 
| 
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every man who has heretofore been at the head of 
the financial concerns of the country has thought 
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the purpose of taking up and acting on the reso- 


it very proper to go into the most minute and | lution submitted by him for the appointment of a 


extensive calculations, to ascertain not only what 
amount of revenue will be raised, but what amount 


will probably be expended. But (said Mr. C.) if | 


the Senator thought it necessary to bring in a bill 
to reduce the revenue to the wants of the Govern- 
ment, how can he justify it to the country that he 
has not furnished any information as to what the 


probable expenditures will be? And if he has not || 


done so, how can he arrive at the conclusion that 
there will be a redundant revenue, which he con- 
sidere one of the greatest evils that afflict the 
country? He would not (Mr. C. said) enlarge 
further on this head. He had merely risen to say 
that he should oppose, to the utmost, every dis- 
turbance of that compromise under which the 
most important interests of the country had flour- 
ished for years. 
salt, the duty on which it was proposed to repeal, 
he would observe that the State he had the honor 
to represent was very little interested in it. The 
States most interested in this article were New 
York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Ohio. So far 
as respected his own State, then, he had no objec- 
tion to a repeal on this article, if it was not that 
he considered it a kind of entering wedge by 
which the other great articles protected by the 
compromise bill were in time to be gotat. Coal 
was another of the articles proposed to be touched, 
and everybody shivering’in this hard winter, and 
suffering from the present unexampled high price 
of fuel, would cry out in favor of the repeal; but 


this article, as well as salt and spirituous liquors, || 


were all covered by the compromise act of 1833; 
and any attack on them would be viewed asa 
violation of the solemn pledges contained in that 
act. If you commence on these, (said Mr. C.,) 
you will not stop till you get to the great articles 
of cottons and woolens. 

While the gentleman had brought in a bill 
which, to be sure, was less exceptionable than 
the one that was pending in the other House, 
were they not told by him that this one was not 
brought forward as an antagonist to the other; and 


that if the revenues could not be reduced to the || 


wants of the Government, (an amount not speci- 


fied,) then some other expedient must be resorted || 


to to bring it down to that standard? Sir, (said 
Mr. C.,) I have accomplished the purpose for 
which I arose. You have the power in this and 


peace of the country by reopening all those 
wounds which have been healed by the compro- 
mise act; but you shall not doit with my consent, 
and without my solemn protest against it. 


Mr. WRIGHT rose to say what he had in- | 


tended to say when he was lastup. ‘The committee 


had considered that both the amount of the rev- | 


enue and expenditures, for the present year, 
depended so entirely on the action of Congress, 


that, beyond the documents on the tables of mem- || 
| 


bers, they could communicate no valuable inform- 
ation. Mr. W.then moved the printing of the 


statement accompanying the bill; which was | 


ordered; and the bill was ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, after some remarks, moved that 
one thousand extra copies of the statement be 
printed; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, and by unani- 


mous consent, the bill was read a second time by || 


its title, and made the order of the day for Thurs- 
da‘ next. 


On motion of Mr. NILES, the Committee on 
Manufactures was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of sundry hardware mer- 
chants of Baltimore, praying for a repeal of cer- 
tain provisions in the tariff act. 

On motion of Mr. KING, of Georgia, the reso- 
lution submitted by him some days since, and 
adopted by the Senate, calling for information in 
relation to the Republic of Texas, was rescinded. 


THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 


The bill designating and limiting the funds || 


With respect to the article of | 





joint committee to count the votes for President 
_and Vice President. 

This motion having been agreed to, and Mr. 
Grunpy’s resolution being before the Senate, 


| VOTES FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI- 
DENT. 


Mr. GRUNDY said he had no objections to 
the inquiry proposed by the amendment, and he 
| thought that some such provision as that proposed 
| by the Senator from Kentucky would be very 
| proper. He had seen in the public papers a state- 
| ment charging that some of the electors who voted 

in the late presidential election held offices under 
the General Government, and had made inquiries 
for the purpose of ascertaining the truth of the 
_matter. The information he had been able to 
| collect related to two cases only, and as to these, 
the report had been founded altogether on a mis- 
| apprehension. 
Mr. CLAY, after a few remarks, offered the 


| following amendment: 


‘And also to inquire into the expediency of || 


| ascertaining whether any votes were given at the 
recent election, contrary to the prohibition con- 
_ tained in the second section of the second article 


| of the Constitution. And if any such votes were || 


| given, what ought to be done with them, and 
| whether any, and what provision ought to be 
| made for securing the faithful observance in future 


'| of that section of the Constitution.”’ 


Mr. HUBBARD expressed his entire concur- 
| rence in the objects of the amendment proposed 
_by the Senator from Kentucky. He wished a 
| strict inquiry to be instituted, and measures to be 
| adopted to guard against the occurrence of such a 
_ violation of the Constitution as the Senator from 
| Kentucky referred to. As it had been stated that 
| two of the electors in his State (New Hampshire) 
| held offices under the General Government, and 


|| were consequently ineligible, he was happy to 


state to the Senate that there was no foundation 
| whatever for the report. - 
| The amendment of Mr. Cray was then adopted, 
_and the resolution, thus amended, was agreed to. 


| appointed by the Chair; which, by unanimous 





consent, was agreed to; and Messrs. Grunpy, 


| Cray, and Wriacur were selected. 
the other House, and therefore may disturb the || 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Frivay, January 27, 1837. ; 
| Mr. THOMAS moved that Hon. Isaac E. 
| Crary, who was in attendance from the State of 
| Michigan, and whose credentials were presented 
| at the last session of Congress, be now qualified, 
| sworn, and assigned to his seat. 
Mr. ROBERTSON said, being perfectly satis- 
| fied in his own mind that this individual was not 
| entitled to a seat on that floor, he must oppose the 

motion; and he therefore moved to commit the 
question touching the election, qualification, and 


_ return of the member claiming the seat from Michi- || 


|gan to the Committee of Elections. He sup- 
| ported his motion on the ground that, at the time 
| of Mr. Crary’s election, Michigan was not a State 
| of this Union, which only took place yesterday, 
}and that any election made by her, when in a 
state of territorial subjection, must be null and 
| void. 
| Mr. THOMAS cited a number of precedents, 
showing that Senators and members of the House 
from new States, who must have been elected long 


| prior to the ratification of their respective consti- || 


| tutions by Congress, had been permitted to take 
| their seats as soon as their States were admitted. 


| The cases of Ulinois, Missouri, Mississippi, Ala- 


bama, and Indiana, bore directly, and Tennessee 
especially, on the point. Mr. T. cited from the 
| Journal the proceedings on those cases, in proof 
| of their identity with that of Michigan. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN called for 


which shall be receivable for the public revenues, || what he termed the gentleman’s ** titles,’’ remark- 


came up on its third reading; when 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate ina speech 
of some length in opposition to the bill; after 
which 


| 


| 


_ing that he wished to see ‘‘ the size of his com- 
| mission.” 

| The papers in question were then read from the 
' Clerk’s table, as follows: 


Mr. GRUNDY moved to lay it on the table for 


Mr. HUBBARD moved that the committee be | 


the reading of || 


| State of Michigan, ss: 
This shall certify that, at an election held on the fir 
Monday of October and the succeeding day, in the vear : 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, nn 
suant to the provisions of the sixth section of the schedule 
to the cousttution of the State of Michigan, Isaac p 
Crary was duly elected the representative for the state of 
| Michigan in the Congress of the United States. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and 
caused the great seal of the State of Michigan 10 be afiixeg 
| Done at the city of Detroit, this L1th day of Novenpber in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-five, and of the independence of the United Stays 


the sixtieth. 

STEVENS T. MASON, 
Governor of the State, 

Mr. HUNTSMAN then said, that if gentiemey 
| chose to amuse themselves with this question, and 
fight the Michigan battle over again, he, for one 
| was not disposed to indulge them; and, therefore, 
| added he, ‘** Mr. Speaker, | call for the previous 
|| question most loudly.”’ 
| The CHAIR stated the main question would 
| be, **that Isaac E. Crary be qualified as a mem. 
| ber of this House from the State of Michigan.” 
| The previous question was then seconded by 
the House—ayes 97, noes not counted; and the 
| main question ordered without a division, 

Mr. YOUNG said, as he wished to record his 
vote in favor of the admission of Michigan into 
| the Union, he would ask for the yeas and nays on 
| the main question of qualifying its members, 
|| The yeas and nays being ordered, the question 
| was then taken; and decided in the affirmative— 

yeas 150, nays 32; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, An- 
_thony, Ash, Ashley, Bailey, Barton, Bean, Beli, 
| Black, Boon, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, 
| Burns, Bynum, John Calhoon, William B. Cal. 
_houn, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, George Cham. 

bers, Chapman, Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, 
Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Cramer, Cushing, Cush- 
'man, Darlington, Doubleday, Dunlap, Efner, 
|| Elmore, Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, Fow!er, Fry, 
| Fuller, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, 
Gillet, Glascock, Graham, Granger, Grantland, 
|| Grennell, Haley, Joseph Hali, Hiland Hall, 
| Hamer, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Samuel S. Har- 
'rison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Henderson, Herod, Hoar, Holt, Hop- 
/kins, Howard, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, 
| Huntsman, Ingham, William Jackson, Janes, 
| Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
| Henry Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kil- 
|gore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, 
Linton. Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Luke 





Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lyon, Job 
/Mann, William Mason, Moses Mason, Sampson 
| Mason, Maury, May, McComas, McKay, Mc- 
Kennan, McKeon, McKim, Moore, Morgan, 
| Page, Parker, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Peyton, 
| Phelps, Pickens, Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph 
| Reynolds, Richardson, Rogers, Schenck, Sey- 
|mour, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, 
| Sickles, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Suth- 
| erland, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Waddy 
|Thompson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Ward- 
| well, Washington, Webster, Weeks, White, Elisha 
| Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Yell, and 
| Young—150. 
NAYS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Beale, Bond, 
| John Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, Nathaniel H. 
Claiborne, Corwin, Crane, Dawson, Deberry, 
Evans, Everett, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Harper, 
Hazeltine, Ingersoll, Love, Milligan, Patton, 
|| Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Potts, Robertson, 
Russell, Taliaferro, Underwood, Vinton, and 
| Lewis Williams—32. 


So the House decided that Isaac E. Crary be 
| now qualified to take his seat as a member from 
| the State of Michigan. 

Mr. C. was then proceeding to the table to 
| qualify, when 

Mr. DAWSON arose, and expressed an inten- 
tion of moving to reconsider the last vote, to 
| enable him to give his reasons for voting against 
_ the admission of Michigan, and against the motion 
_to qualify the gentleman presenting himself as its 
| member. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman from 
| Georgia that, as he had not voted with the majorily, 
he could not make that motion, 

Mr. DAWSON appealed to some gentleman 
| who had voted in the majority to make the mouon 

he had indicated. 
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THOMPSON, of South Carolina, said he 


son dons so; and to enable his friend from Georgia || 
to assign reasons for his vote, he moved to recon- | taken up and considered. 


sider accordingly. 





| 
Mr. DAWSON briefly assigned his reasons, || 
which were substantially that Michigan was only || 














of boys in the naval service;’’ and that it be now 


Mr. BELL objected to giving precedence to bills 
over other business of an important character. 
Mr. JARVIS explained that he had been unani- 


, Territory and not a State, at the election of Mr. | mously instructed to make the motion by the Com- 


Cry PICKENS contended that Michigan was 


a State de facto before her admission, and must be 
so, by the terms of the Constitution, or she could 
aot pe admitted into the Union at all, for Con- 

ress had power only to admit ** States,” and not 
‘ Territories” into the Confederacy. Therefore 
he should vote for the qualification of Mr. Crary. 


Mr. EVERETT rose, and caught the eye of | 


the Speaker. 
Mr. THOMPSON rose at the same time, and 
said he would withdraw his motion to reconsider; 


but the Chair having announced the former gen- | 
| VIS, MERCER, PATTON, PICKENS,GLAS.- | 
|| COCK, WHIT TLESEY, of Ohio, BOULDIN, 


tleman as obtaining the floor, could not entertain 
the withdrawal. Sha 

Mr. EVERETT contended that Michigan could 
not be a State, even under the ordinance, until her 
admission by Congress. 

Mr. CUSH 


drew his motion to reconsider. 


seat as a Representative in Congress from the 
State of Michigan. 
TEXAS. 

Mr. HOWARD inquired at what time the 
motion pending, when the House adjourned last 
evening, would he again taken up. ~ 

[The motion in question was to commit certain 
papers and correspondence on the subject of Texas 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, made by 
Mr. H. himself, with the amendment of Mr. 
Boyp, to instruct the committee to report a reso- 


lution acknowledging the independence of Texas. ] | 


The CHAIR replied that the regular proceed- 
ings of the day had so far been set aside by the 


consideration of a privileged question, and he> 


would now proceed to call for reports. 

Mr. HOWARD inquired if the motion referred 
to by him would come up again to day. 

The CHAIR replied that it could not at the 
present time, nor, in his opinion, to-day, because, 
at the expiration of an hour for reports, the pri- 
vate orders would come up. 

Mr. HOWARD remarked that that was his 
own impression; but his object in making the 
inquiry was to ascertain it; and in view of that, 
to make a suggestion to the House, which he 
trusted would be favorably received from all 
quarters. It was that, as the question was not to 
be resumed until Monday next, and as the docu- 
ments lying on the table would have a very direct 
and important bearing upon the question, the 
House would be called upon to decide, by general 
consent, that these documents be printed, with 
the understanding that the motion was in no way 
to affect the position of the other question which 
was pending. He would ask the consent of the 
House to make the motion to print. 

This was agreed to; and the documents were 
ordered to be printed accordingly. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of | 
Claims, made unfavorable reports upon the peti- 


tions of James and William Gilmore, and Catha- 
- M. Smith; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bill increasing 
the compensation of clerks; which was read twice, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

WESTERN INDIANS. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 
‘bill to provide for the security and protection of 
the emigrant and other Indians west of the State 
of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas;’’ anc the 
same was recommitted to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

NAVAL APPRENTICES. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 

Affairs, moved to discharge the Committee of the 


MAN moved the previous question. | 
Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, with- | 


|| ‘The House adjourned. 
Mr. Crary was then qualified, and took his | Ps PSS Te 


| for the speedy passage of this bill. 


Some difficulty of a personal character took | 


lace between the gentlemen from Maine and 


|, Tennessee, in reference to the objection made by 
|| the latter to setting aside pending business, and 
givinig the priority to other bills that would pro- 


uce debate. 
Mr. MERCER, after some few remarks of acon- 


|| ciliatory nature, moved that a pledge be required 
|| of the two gentlemen that the difficulty might not 


| be prosecuted further. 


| THOMAS, PEYTON, ‘THOMSON, of Ohio, 


of South Carolina, BYNUM, HAWES, BOON, 
BRIGGS, EVANS, PARKS, and WISE, mutual 
explanations took place, and then, on motion, 


| IN SENATE. 


| Saturpay, January 28, 1837. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT rose and addressed 


|| the Senate as follows: 

|| Senators: The period is at hand which is to 
|; terminate the official relation that has existed 
|| between us, and I leave, probably never to return 
|, to it, a body with which I have been long con- 


fifteen years ago, and where, in the progress of 
public duty, personal associations have arisen 
|| never to be forgotten. From such scenes | cannot 
retire without emotion. Nor can I give to the 
Senate the usual opportunity of choosing another 
to preside, for a time, over their deliberations, 
|| without referring to the manner in which I have 
|| endeavored to discharge a most gratifying and 
|| honorable trust connected with the office to which 
| my country called me. 

Entering upon it with unaffected diffidence, well 
knowing how little my studies had been turned 
| to its peculiar duties, | was yet strengthened by 
| the determination, then expressed, so to discharge 
the authority with which I was invested as best 

‘*to protect the rights, to respect the feelings, and 
| to guard the reputations of all Whe could be affect- 
| ed by itsexercise.’’ 1 was sure that, if successful 
| in this, [ should be pardoned for errors I could 
scarcely expect to avoid. 

In the interval that has since elapsed, it has 


scenes of unusual excitement. e intense interest 
|| on absorbing topics which has pervaded our whole 
| community, could not be unfelt within these walls. 
The warmth of political parties, natural in such 
| times, the unguarded ardor of sudden debate, and 
| collisions, seldom to be separated from the invalu- 
| able privilege of free discussion, have not unfre- 





of ordinary legislation. 


| fortunate as to satisfy every one around me; yet 
| I permit myself to think, that the extent to which 





is some evidence that my efforts justly to admin- 
|| ister their rules have not been vain; and I consci- 


\| entiously cherish the conviction, that on no occa- | 
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Indulging an ardent wish that every success 


| May await you, in performing the exalted and 


| honorable duties of your public trust, and offering 


my decisions have been approved by the Senate | 


i} . . 
|, mittee on Naval Affairs; and gave several reasons | 


After some remarks from Messrs. BELL, JAR- | and was conducted to the chair by Mr. Benron. 


| LAWLER, CRAIG, PHILLIPS, THOMPSON | 


nected—where some remain whom I found here | 


| quently been mingled with the more tranquil tenor 
I cannot hope that in | 
emergencies like these, I have always been so | 


sion have I departed from my early resolution, | 


or been regardless of what was due to the rights 
or the feelings of the members of this body. 


the Senate, I can never cease to revert with pecu- 


liar interest to my long connection with it. In 
every situation of my future life, 


regard, with becoming and sincere respect, 


my warmest prayers that prosperity and happi- 
ness may be constant attendants upon each of you 
along the future paths of life, 1 respectfully bid 
you farewell. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT PRO TEM. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved that the Senate proceed 
to ballot for a President pro tem.; and there being 
no objection made, the ballots of the several Sena- 
tors present were collected in the ballot-box, which, 
on being counted, showed the following result : 

There were 37 ballots given, 25 of which were 
necessary to a choice; of these 

Mr. Kina, of Alabama, received....... 

Mr. SouTHARD....e0e. 

Scattering........ ° . 
So that Mr. Kina, of Alabama, was duly elected, 


+26 
7 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, on taking the chair, 
addressed the Senate as follows: 

GENTLEMEN OF THE Senate: To beagain called 
to preside over the deliberations of this august 
assembly, fills my heart with the liveliest emotions 
of gratitude. When at the last session it pleased 


| the Senate to place me in this exalted situation, I 


solemnly pledged myseif to discharge the duties 
it devolved on me, without favor and without 
partiality. 1 felt conscious that I had done so; but 
could any thing add to the grateful sense I enter- 
tain of the honor you have again conferred on me, 
it will be found in the unequivocal testimony you 
have this day borne that I had faithfully redeemed 
that pledge. The Senate of the United States, 
gentlemen, is, from its very organization, the 
great conservative body in this Republic. Here 
is the strong citadel of liberty. To this body, 
the intelligent and the virtuous throughout our 
wide-spread country look with confidence for an 
unwavering and unflinching resistance to the 
encroachment of power on the one hand, and _ the 
effervescence of popular excitement on the other. 
Unawed and unseduced, it should firmly maintain 
the Constitution in its purity; and present an im- 
pregnable barrier against every attack on that 
sacred instrument, come it from what quarter it 
may. The demon of faction should find no 
abiding place in this Chamber; but every heart 
and every head should be wholly occupied in 
advancing the general welfare, and preserving un- 
impaired the national honor. ‘To insure success, 
gentlemen, in the discharge of our high duties, 
we must command the confidence and receive the 
support of the people. Calm deliberation, cour- 
tesy towards each other, order and decorum in 
debate, will go far, very far, to inspire that con- 
fidence and command that support. It becomes 
my duty, gentlemen, to banish, if practicable, 


been our lot, in this assembly to pass through || from this hall, all personal altercation—to check 
h 


at once every remark of a character personally 


| offensive, to preserve order, and promote harmo- 


ny. These duties, as far as my powers will per- 
mit, I shall unhesitatingly perform. I earneatly 
solicit your codperation, gentlemen, in aiding my 


| efforts promptly to put down — species of dis- 
e 


order. For your kindness, gent 
you my grateful acknowledgments. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, 

Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and inform him that 
the Senate has, in the absence of the Vice Presi- 
dent, elected as its President pro tempore, the 
Hon. Witttam R. Kine, a Senator from the 
State of Alabama; and 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, it was further 
ordered that a similar notice be sent to the House 


men, I tender 


| of Representatives. 


| 
Though I may henceforth be separated from || 
| from the General 
; 1 shall remem- | 
ber, with a just pride, the evidences of approba- | : 
tion and jslbdeaes which I have here received; |, and ordered to be printed. 
and as an American citizen, devotedly attached | 
to the institutions of my country, I must always \ 
aii 
branch of our Government invested with such || 


PETITIGNS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Mr. ROBBINS presented a joint resolution 

ssembly of Rhode Island, 
inst interference with the compro- 
ongress; which was laid on the table 


protesting 
mise act by 


Mr. TIPTON presented a joint resolution from 
the Legislature of Indiana, relative to the pur- 
chase of the Louisville and Portland canal stock; 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be 


extensive powers, and designed by our forefathers , Printed. 


to accomplish such important results. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
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the Chamber of Commerce at Philadelphia, pray- | 


ing that New Castle, on the Delaware river, may 
be made a-port of entry; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. ; 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from the Le- 
gieiature of Missouri, asking Congress to give a 
strip of land, lately belonging to an Indian, to that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. RIVES, 
PRENTISS, and SOUTHARD. 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Military | state of the Union, (having charge of the 


Affairs, to which had been referred the bill from 
the House for the relief of William C. Beard, re- 


|| ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Pub- | 
lic Lands, to which had been referred the bill to | 
granta certain quantity of land for purposes of in- | 
ternal improvement, reported the same without | 


amendment, and said that the committee recom- 


_ mended its passage. 


Mr. WALKER, from the same committee, aleo 


| *cersin the regular Army of the United S; 


January 28, 


eas ; appro. 
priation bills for those departments,) and ordered 


_ to be printed. 


ARMY RESIGNATIONS. 


Mr. OWENS asked the consent of the House 
to take up and consider the following resolution. 
** Resolved, That the Secretary of War be 
‘directed to furnish this House with a detailed 
‘ statement of the number and names of the off. 


ales, 


| © who have resigned their commissions withjn the 
| * last twelve months, and the dates of said regio. 


. _ | *nations; number and names of the offic \ 
Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Indian | ¢ have applied for and obtained failonghe win 


| Affairs, to which had been referred the bill forthe || «the same period of time; the date of said far 
relief of sundry citizens of Arkansas, who have | ‘loughs, and the reasons for granting the eame- 
| lost their improvements in consequence of the ‘and the number and names of the officers who 
| treaty with the Choctaw Indians; reported the || ‘have refused to comply with the last general 
: of Phares font Seer ; | same without amendment. | ‘order of the President of the United States, re. 
aia for eee ee steer a cone f || On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Committee on | ‘ quiring the officers of the Army to join their regi- 
~ lin St Clair ose a oe Michi se oleae wt || Indian Affairs was discharged from the further | ‘ ments, and the reasons for such non-compliance: 
sail Aiemineeetesitiaenin ~ - Son ress, passed in || C208ideration of the petition of sundry half-breeds ||‘ and any other matter connected with the subject 
the year 1828 in to Sana Slee ~ | of the Sac and Fox tribes of Indians; also from | ‘that he may deem important to the public in. 
Mic nigan Territory P 1 = semen ee of the memorial of = |‘ terests.”’ 
oe : || Legislature o inois praying remuneration for |, Objections being ma 0: 
ro Altos the petition for the establishment of post | those of their citizens who have sufered by In- || pension ofthe rule. 
county, Michigan, by way ofthe villages of Owasso | inne snobs Beane ilnow senting petition || The motion was lost. 
COLLECTION REGULATIONS. 


and Mapleton, to the village of Lyons, in Iowa || Mr. WALKER. f, the C ne th 
Mr. , from the Committee on the |) - ; 
ay Age egal na Public Lands, to which was referred the bill to |, Mr. PINCKNEY, fromthe Committee on Com. 


Mr. LYON presented a petition of the inhabit- | reported, without amendment, the bill from the 
ants of Niles and vicinity; and also another from || House for the relief of John Jefferds. 
the inhabitants of New Buffalo, in Michigan, for | 
an appropriation for the construction of a harbor, 
and the erection of a light-house, at the mouth of 
Galien river, on Lake Michigan; 

Also, the petition of Beckford P. Hutchinson, 
Silas Titus, and Charles Tryon, of Michigan, as- 


Also, the petition of one hundred and eighty- | 


eight citizens of Wisconsin Territory, in behalf of 


Hiram Burnham, praying Congress to grant such | 
quantity of land as may be considered a fair com- || 
pensation for money expended by him, in guiding || 


a military detachment sent out trom Fort Dearborn 


river, year 1835. 


Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Kala- || 
mazoo and Allegan, in the State of Michigan, pray- | 
ing Congress to provide for the improvement of | 
the harbor at the mouth of the Kalamazoo river of | 


Lake Michigan. 


Also, the petition of Hirm Humphrey, praying | 


compensation for loss sustained in building a bridge 


for the United States over Crooked creek, in Michi- || 
gan, on the road from Detroit to Chicago, in con- || 
sequence of said bridge being carried away by the || 


flood, when partly completed. 


consequence of a mistake of the officers of the land 
office at Detroit, in fixing the minimum price at 
which lands were then sold at four, instead of two 


| provide for the adjudication of title to and final | 
disposition of the four sections of land reserved | 
for the cultivation of the vine and olive in the | 
| Tombigbee country, reported the same without | 
amendment. 
to apprehend certain Indian murderers on Rock |, 


BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. NORVELL, on leave, introduced a bill for | 
the relief of James Witherall; which was twice | 


read and referred. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 


petition and papers. 
THANKS TO THE VICE PRESIDENT. 
The following resolution was offered by Mr. 


|| BENTON, and, by unanimous consent, was con- 
Also, the petition of Amos Howe, a purchaser of | ree orn 


public land in the year 1818, praying for relief in | 


sidered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Senate cordially reciprocate 
the sentiments of personal kindness, expressed by 


| Martin Van Buren, Vice President of the United 





| 
| 
leave was 
| granted to Richard H. Ayres to withdraw his |, 


merce, reported a bill to amend an act approved 
the lst of March, 1823, supplementary to, and 
amendatory of, the act entitled ** An act to regu. 
late the collection of duties on imports and ton- 
nage, and for other purposes,’’ passed the 7th of 
March, 1797; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted tothe Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 


| UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURTS IN NORTH 
CAROLINA AND TENNESSEE. 


Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, reported the Senate bill, withoutamend- 
ment, for altering the times of holding the circuit 
court of the United States at Raleigh, in North 
Carolina; which was ordered to be engrossed for 
| a third reading on Monday next. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, also 
reported a similar bill in relation to the circuit 
courts of the United States in Tennessee; which 
ne to take the same course as the pre- 
| ceding. 


8 
Mr. DUNLAP said he had prepared an amend- 
ment which he designed to offer to this bill, being 
an additional section, providing for altering also 


| States, towards the members of this body upon |, 
taking leave of them; and that the thanks of the || 
Senate be presented to him, in testimony of the | 


dollars per acre. 
Mr. KENT, from the Committee for the District 





of Columbia, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of Thomas R. 
Bee; also, from a memorial of the citizens of Alex- 
andria; which was agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. CALHOUN submitted the following reso- || 
lution; which lies on the table one day for con- || a a 
|| which shall be receivable in payment for the pub- 


sideration: 


i ially, dignit d abilit ith ich he || ‘ 
wc ggetancrs Ap sun, Uap owned digg te 7c | in the western part of Tennessee. 


has presided over their deliberations, and of their 
entire approbation of his conduct in the discharge 


| of the arduous and important duties assigned him 


as President of the Senate. 
THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 
The bill designating and limiting the funds 


the times of holding the United States circuit court 


| Mr. THOMAS said, then, for the purpose of 

| giving the gentleman an opportunity of submitting © 
| his amendment, he moved to commit the bill toa 

| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
which was agreed to. 


ABRAHAM FORBES. 
Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 


| lic revenues was taken up; being on its third read- 


Resolved, That the President be requested tocom- | ! 
ing. 


municate to the Senate a copy of the correspond- 
ence with the Government of Great Britain, in|) Mr. SEVIER moved to postpone the further 
relation to the outrage committed on our flag and | consideration of the bill until Monday, for the 
the rights of our citizens, by the authorities of || purpose of going on with the land bill; which 
Bermudaand New Providence, in seizing theslaves | motion was lost—ayes 13, noes not counted. 
on board of the brigs Encomium and Enterpise, || Mr. WALKER addressed the Senate at length 
engaged in the coasting trade, but which were _ jn support of the bill, and in reply to Mr. Benton; | 
forced by shipwreck and stress of weather intothe | and, after some remarks from Messrs. WEB- {| 
ports of those islands. | STER, RIVES, and BENTON, 
Mr. ROBBINS submitted the following resolu- || On motionof Mr. RIVES, theSenate adjourned. || much of the President’s message as relates to 
tion; which lies on the table one day for considera- amending the Constitution of the United States, 
tion: | | together with all propositions and resolutions sub- 
| 


Land Claims, reported a bill forthe relief of Abra- 
| ham Forbes. Read twice and committed. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the select commit- 
tee on that part of the President’s message relating 
to an amendment of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, made the following report, in part, and 
resolutions: 

The select committee, to. whom was referred 80 





Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | mitted at the last and present session of Congress, 
directed to procure eighteen copies of the Ameri- proposing amendments to the Constitution, report, 
can State Papers, printed by Messrs. Gales & 
Seaton, under the act of the 2] of March, 183], | ! ‘ ; 

-and joint resolution of the 2d of March, 1833, for | motion of Mr. Jarvis to discharge the Committee || olutions for the amendment of the Constitution in 
the use of such members of the Senate as are now || of the Whole from the ** bill to provide for the _ relation to the election of President and Vice Pres- 
entitled to them. | omen * ror = ~ naval service,” was || dent ¥ Pe United States. Upon ezamitiation, 

resumed, and disagreed to. they find that a report on this subject was made 
REPORTS FOOM, NOMMIXTESS- On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG,, certain | at the last session aSetigient, on the 30th March, 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian || documents comprising estimates from the Indian || 1836, by a select committee. The joint resolution 

Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further | Department, from the Ordnance Department and || reported by said committee, was twice read an 

consideration of the petition of the widow of Jona- || the Commissioner of the Public Buildings, were || committed to the Committee of the Whole House 
than Ford; which was egreed to. | committed to the Committee of the Whole on the || on the state of the Union. No furtheraction was 


Sarurpar, January 28, 1837. | in part: ‘hat, according to order, they have had 


The unfinished business of yesterday, being the ! under consideration sundry propositions and res- 
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had thereon, and the said reported joint resolution | 
remains on the Calendar, and may, at the pleasure | 
of the House, be considered in said Committee of 
the Whole. If, thesefore, the House be disposed» 
to act on this subject during the present session | 
of Congress, your committee think it more advis- 
ble to consider the report now on the Calendar 
ped to begin de novo. Your committee, there- 
fore, submit the following resolutions: gett 
Resolved, That the select committee to which 
the subject was referred, be discharged from the 


further consideration of all propositions and reso- | 


lating to the amendments of the Consti- 
een the abject of the election of President 
and Vice President. — . 

Resolved, That this House will, on the 3]st | 
instant, resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to take into | 
consideration the joint resolutions proposing an 
amendmentto the Constitution of the United States, | 
in relation to the election of President and Vice | 

ident. 

Presi VILLIAMS, of North Carolina, called for 
a division of the question on the resolutions; and 
the first being agreed to without a count, 

Mr. W. asked for the yeas and nayson concur- | 


ring with the second resolution—which would 
So 


require a vote of two thirds—and they were || 


ordered 


Mr. VANDERPOEL moved to insert the 7th” 
of February, instead of 31st instant. Lost. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG and Mr. BOON both 


severally expressed a hope that no more special 


orders would be adopted, since the inconvenience || 


of them had been sufficiently experienced last ses- 


sion. Mr. CAMBRELENG farther inquired if | 


it was designed to cut off the appropriation bills | 
of this session altogether. Because, if so, he 
trusted the order would not be adopted. 
Mr. HOWARD inquired if the order should | 
be adopted, whether it would take precedence of 
other bills on each day thereafter, or only on that 


day. 
"The CHAIR replied, that after that day it 


would take its place on the Calendar among the || 


unfinished businessr ; . 

The question was then taken, and decided in the | 
negative—yeas 66, nays 83. i | 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton, Allan, Bailey, Beale, | 
Bell, Bond, Boyd, Bunch, John Calhoon, Wil- | 
liam B. Calhoun, Carter, George Chambers, Chet- 
wood, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, 
Connor, Darlington, Denny, Dromgoole, Dunlap, | 
Everett, Graham, Granger, Grennell, Griffith, | 
Samuel S. Harrison, Hawes, Herod, Hopkins, | 
Howell, Hubley, Lawler, Lawrence, Lea, Lewis, 
Lyon, Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, Mc- | 
Comas, Montgomery, Morgan, Morris, Patton, | 
James A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, 
Pickens, Richardson, Robertson, Seymour, Au- | 
ustine“H. Shepperd, Sloane, Standefer, Steele, | 
woe John Thomson, Turner, Underwood, | 
Vanderpoel, Washington, White, Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and | 
Younge—66. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bar- | 
ton, Bean, Black, Boon, Bovee, Briggs, Brown, | 
Buchanan, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chapman, | 
John F. H. Claiborne, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 
Deberry, Efner, Farlin, Fuller, Gholson, Glas- | 
cock, Grantland, Grayson, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Hawkins, Haynes, Hazel- 
tine, Henderson, Hoar, Holsey, Holt, Howard, 
Huntsman, Ingham, Janes, Jarvis, Joseph John- | 
son, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, | 
Kilgore, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Gideon Lee, 
Thomas Lee, Loyall, Job Mann, William Mason, 
Moses Mason, McKay, McKeon, McLene, | 
Owens, Page, Parker, Phelps, Pinckney, Potts, 
John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Rus- 
sell, Schenck, William B. Shepard, Shields, Shinn, | 
Sickles, Smith, Spangler, Sprague, Sutherland, | 
Taylor, Waddy Puompene, Wardwell, Thomas | 
T. Whittlesey, and Yell—83. 

So the second resolution was disagreed to. 

Before the decision was announced, , 

Mr. PARKS rose and stated that when his 
name was called he was not in his seat, being in | 
attendance upon a select committee, which had | 
leave to sit during the sessions of the House; and | 
he therefore asked leave to record his vote. 

Mr. MERCER objected. 








THE CO 


| on the petition of Captain Elisha Ely, praying for 
|, commutation of pay; which was ordered to lie on 





‘| and Christopher Dennison; which were severally | 
| ordered to lie on the table. 








Mr. PARKS moved a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, thought 
a member had a right to vote under the circum- | 
stances stated by the gentleman from Maine, viz: 
absence under an order of the House. 

The CHAIR replied that that question had | 
frequently been decided otherwise by the House | 
itself. 

The motion of Mr. PARKS was disagreed to. 


OTHER REPORTS. 


Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report 


the table. 


Mr. MORGAN, from the same committee, | 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of | 
Jacob White for an increase of pension; which | 
Was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on the || 
Public Lands, made an unfavorable report on the | 
petition of Archibald C. Crary, praying to com- | 
mute his pension for certain grants of land; which 


. | 
|| was ordered to lie on the table. | 
| 


Mr. DUNLAP, from same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the memorial of the Re- 
corder of the General Land Office, praying for an || 
increase of salary; which was ordered to lie on the | 
table. 


Oh motion of Mr. LEA, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Benjamin 1 
Briggs. || 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of | 
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of Saterbee Clark; which was ordered to lie on the | 
table and be printed. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTSMAN, the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands was discharged from | 


|| the further consideration of the petition of John | 
| Garnier. I} 
| colleague if he expected to procure any further 


Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the | 
petitions of Daniel Sellers, Hampton Lovegrove, | 


On motion of Mr. LOYALL, the Committee of | 
Ways and Means were discharged from the con- | 
sideration of the memorial of George Whitman, | 
praying to be allowed to import, free of duty, | 
materials for certain iron steamboats; and the same 
was committed to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 


Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the memorial of | 


| Gordon Robbins, praying indemnity for the loss | 


of his vessel, which was burned by the British | 
during the late war. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL asked leave to offera 
resolution proposing to change the daily hour of 
meeting of the House, from and after this date, to 
eleven o’clock, a, m. 

Objections being made, | 

Mr. CRAIG moved a suspension of the rule. | 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for the yeas and || 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 123, || 
nays 45, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Barton, Beale, 
Bean, Bell, Black, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, 
Bunch, Burns, Bynum, John Calhoon, William 
B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
George Chambers, John Chambers, Chapman, 
Chapin, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, 
Clark, Corwin, Craig, Crane, Crary, Cushman, 
Deberry, Denny, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap 
Efner, Everett, Farlin, Fowler, Fry, Glascock, 
Graham, Grantland, Graves, Haley, Harper, || 
Samuel S. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, || 
Henderson, Herod, Hoar, Holt, Hopkins, How- || 
ard, Hunt, Huntsman, Ingham, William Jack- 
son, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benja- 
min Jones, Kennon, Klingensmith, Lane, Lan- || 
sing, Lawler, Thomas Lea, Luke Lea, Logan, 


| 
} 


Loyall, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, William 
Mason, Moses Mason, McCarty, McKay, Mc- 
Kennan, McKeon, McKim, Mercer,Miller, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Morris, Owens, Page, James 
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A. Pearce, Person, Pettigrew, Phelps, Pinckney, 
Pots, John Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, 
Sloane, Sprague, Standefer, Taylor, Thomas, 


recesses 


|| John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Turner, Un- 


derwood, Vanderpeel, Wardwell, Washington, 
Weeks, White, Elisha W hittesey, Thomas T. 


| Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, 
/ and Yell—123. 


NAYS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Bond, Briggs, 


| Brown, Childs, John F. H. Claiborne, Connor, 


Dawson, Elmore, Fuller, Rice Garland, Gho!son, 
Granger, Grayson, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, 


| Harlan, Hazeltine, Howell, Hubley, Jarvis, Kil- 


gore, Laporte, Lawrence, Gideon Lea, Love, 
Sampson Mason, Maury, McLene, Milligan, 
Muhlenberg, Parker, Parks, Patton, Phillips, 
Pickens, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, Russell, 
Schenck, Seymour, Spangler, Storer, Vinton, and 
Young—45. 

So the rule was suspended. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Mr. BOYD moved to amend it by inserting ten 
o’clock instead of eleven. The motion was iost. 

The resolution was then agreed to without a 


division. 


BUFFALO HARBOR. 


Mr. LOVE moved a suspension of the rule, for 
the purpose of taking up and considering the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of War be di- 
rected to report to this House the survey and 
examination made of a harbor at the east end of 
Lake Erie, connecting the present harbors of Buf- 
falo and Biack Rock; together with his opmion of 
the practicability of the construction of said har- 
bor, and of its utility and necessity in regard to 
the increasing commerce upon the Lake.”’ 

The motion was agreed to; and the resolution 
having been read, 

Mr. MANN, of New York, inquired of his 


action of the House upon the subject of the har- 
bors of Buffalo and Black Rock during the pres- 
ent session. Becauce, if he did, he (Mr. W.) 


| had a word or two to say on the subject. 


Mr. LOVE replied that all he expected to pro- 
cure before the close of the present session, was 
the opinion of the Secretary of War in regard to 
the controverted questions of the practicability and 
expediency of constructing the work referred to. 


| He had no expectation to obtain legislation early 


enough this session. 
The resolution was then agreed. 
PASSAIC RIVER, NEW JERSEY. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a survey of the bar and obstructions to the 


| navigation of the Passaic river, below the city of 
| Newark, New Jersey. 


On motion of Mr. PARKER, the communica- 
tion was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


| and ordered to be printed. 


SOUTH ATLANTIC COAST. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, (by unanimous 
consent,) the House took up, considered, and 
agreed to the following resolution: 

** Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Navy be 


| £ requested to communicate to this House the re- 
| * port of the naval commission who were charged 


‘ with the examination of the South Atlantic sea- 
‘ coast, for the most eligible site for a naval depot 
‘and navy-yard.”’ 

CANADA TRADE. 

Mr. HALL, of Maine, asked leave to offer the 
following resolution; which was read: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency ef re- 
vising the laws regulating the trade upon the fron- 
tiers between the United States and the British 
Provinces, and abolishing duties on lumber, the 
growth of the United States, sawed in the said 
Provinces and brought into the United States; and 
also upon produce the growth of the Provinces 
brought into the United States. 

Objection being made, Mr. H. moved a sus- 
pension of the rule. 

The motion was lost, 86 to 55—not two thirds. 
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” Mr. MANN, of New York, moved a suspen- || 


sion of the rule for the purpose of calling the States | 
for resolutions and considering the same, provided 
that such resolutions should not occasion debate. 

Mr. PARKER suggested a modification, so as 
to embrace resolutions calling for information from 
the departments, and now lying on the table for | 
consideration. | 

Mr. MANN assented, but the motion to sus- 
pend was lost. 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the | 
day, and took up private bills. 


N. AND L. DANA & CO. | 
The first business in order was the motion made 
on Saturday last, by Mr. Jarvis, to reconsider 


the vote by which the bill for the relief of N. and |, 


L. Dana & Co. was rejected. 

After some remarks by Messrs. JARVIS, AD- 
AMS, PEARCE, of Rhode Island, and SUTH- 
ERLAND, 

Mr. McKIM moved the previous question. 

Mr. WARDWELL then moved to lay the bill 
on the table. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays: which were ordered, and were—yeas 89, 
naye 63. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

THE ATCHAFALAYA RAILROAD AND BANK- 
ING COMPANY. | 

The bill to grant to the Atchafalaya Railroad 

and Banking Company the right of way through 


the public lands of the United States, was read 
the third time and passed. 


EBENEZER BREED. 

The bill for the relief of Ebenezer Breed was 
then taken up, on its third reading. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the bill 
on the table. 

Mr. LiAWES called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PATTON said, as this vote would be the 
settling of an important principle, he moved a call 
of the House. 

The motion was lost. 


The yeas and nays were then ordered; and || 


were—yeas 60, nays 90. 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the || 


table. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved | 


a call of the House. 

Mr. PATTON called for the Yeas and nays on | 
this motion; which were ordered; and were—yeas 
60, nays 94. 

So the House refused to order the call. 

The question then recurred on the passage of | 
the bill. 


After some remarks by Messrs.CAVE JOHN- | 


SON, PHILLIPS, LAWRENCE, PARKER, 
and HOAR, 


Mr. SUTHERLAND moved the previous || 


question; which was seconded—ayes 88, noes 36. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved an ad- | 
journment. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. GRAVES called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question. Lost. 

Mr. PARKS then moved a call of the House, 
and on that motion called for the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered; and the motion for the | 
call was lost. 

The main question was then ordered. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 85, nays 99. 

So the bill was passed. 

DR. JOHN P. BRIGGS. | 

The bill to place the name of Doctor John P. | 


Briggs on the Navy pension roll was then taken ] 


np. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to 
commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. PINCKNEY moved to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill until Friday next. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved an adjournment, 
but withdrew for the Speaker to present an exec- 
utive communication. 


REGISTERED SEAMEN. 
The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 


communication from the Secretary of State, trans- 
‘ 


mitting an abstract of the number of American 
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_ seamen registered in each port of entry of the 
United States during the year 1836; which, on 
/ motion of Mr. PHILLIPS, was referred to the 


(| Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
|| printed. 


On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, the House 
adjourned. ; 
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nication from the War Department, transmitting, 
/ in answer toaresolution of the 24th instant, a 
report from the officer in charge of the ‘Topograph- 
ical Bureau. 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the communica- 
tion was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial from the ] 


Legislative Assembly of Indiana, relative to a 
continuation of the Cumberland road; which was 
ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 


Mr. HUBBARD presented certain resolutions 
adopted by the Legislature of New Hampshire; 
which were ordered to be printed and laid on the 
table. 


Mr. HUBBARD presented a memorial from 
Jeremiah Smith and others, praying for an appro- 
priation to remove certain obstructions in the 
Patapsco river; which was referred to the Com- 


|, mittee on Commerce. 
|| Mr. NILES presented a memorial from W. H. | 


Smith; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

The CHAIR presented a memorial from the 
President and Directors of the Montgomery Rail- 


| road Company, asking that they may be allowed 


to construct a railroad through the public lands; 
which was referred to the Committee on the 


|| Public Lands. 


Also, two memorials praying for a post route; 


| Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SWIFT, from the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John G. 
| Wool without amendment. 


| Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revo- | 


| lutionary Claims, askedto discharge it from the fur- 
| ther consideration of the petition of John Roberts; 


|| which was agreed to. 


Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on | 
_ the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, to which | 
| was referred a resolution as to the necessity of | 
increasing the number of documents denominated | 
'*the usual number,”’ reported a resolution that | 
the number of copies of any document ordered | 
|| by the Senate to be printed shall be eight hun- 

dred and fifty, of the Journal one thousand and | 
| fifty; and of bills, joint resolutions, and amend- 
|| ments, five hundred; to be distributed under the 
| direction of the Secretary; which was considered | 
|| and adopted. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill granting a quantity 


amendment. 


ing. 


dry merchants of New York, praying that certain 


|| extensions of credit may be granted them on 


account of duties payable at the customs, asked 


that the committee might be discharged from the | 
further consideration of it; also, from the memo- | 
rial of Richard J.'Todd, praying for a repeal of | 


the duty on watches; also, from the memorial of 


a number of proprietors of coal land in Virginia, | 
adverse to a reduction of the duty on coal; which | 





was agreed to. 
Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, to 


| which was referred the resolution authoriz 


| clerical error made in the award of the ¢ 
_sioners under the treaty with France, in 183] 








which was referred to the Committee on the Post | 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi-| 
| nance, to which was referred the memorial of sun- | 
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Secretary of the Treasury to have corr 


reported the resolution from the House Without 
amendment. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, aske, 


to be discharged from the further consideration of 


the petition of George Law, administrator of John 


| Smith; which was agreed to. 
| The CHAIR laid before the Senateacommu- | . 
| tionary Claims, asked that they be discharged 
| from the further consideration of the petition of 
| Benjamin Sawyer; which was agreed to. 


Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Reyoly. 


BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 
Mr. RIVES, on leave, introduced a bill for the 


|| relief of the legal representatives of John Jordan. 


which was read twice and referred. 
AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY, 
Mr. CLAY moved to take up the motion which 


| was laid on the table the other day, to refer the 


memorial of the Colonization Society, asking fo; 
a charter, to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. CALHOUN called for the yeas and nays 
on the question; which were accordingly ordered, 


'|and the motion was rejected by the following 
. 3 


vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay,Clayton, Davis, 
Kent, Knight, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, ‘Tomlin. 


|| son, and Wall—16. 


NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Dana, Fulton, Grundy, Hub. 


bard, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, 
Lyon, Moore, Nichols, Norvell, Page, Preston, 


Rives, Ruggles, Strange, Tipton, Walker, White, 
and Wright—25. 
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


The following resolutions were submitted, and, 
by unanimous consent, adopted: 

By Mr. BLACK: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 


| Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
|| of increasing the salary of the Recorder of the 


General Land Office. 

By Mr. PRENTISS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a pension agency at Montpelier, in the 
State of Vermont, for the payment of all pension- 


‘| ers of the United States resident in the counties of 


Washington, Orange, Caledonia, Orleans, Essex, 
and Lamoille, in said State. , 

By Mr. LYON: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of making 
an appropriation to supplya deficiency of ¢2,159 72 
in the appropriation made last year to defray the 
expenditures of the Legislative Council of Mich- 
igan Territory. 

By Mr. LINN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


|| granting relief to General Thomas A. Smith, late 


receiver of public moneys in the State of Missouri, 


| who lost, notwithstanding all proper care, $1,000 
of land to the University of St. Louis, without | 


of the public funds on the way to the place of 


|| deposit in the city of New Orleans. 
Mr. WALKER, from the same committee, to | 
| which had been referred the petition of James | 
Trimble, reported a bill for his relief; which was | 
| read a first time, and ordered to a second read- 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to pay for the service 
of two companies of mounted volunteers, com- 
manded by Captain David R. Hutchinson and 
Smith Crawford, who were called into the field, 
under an order emanating from the Governor of 
the State of Missouri, to quell some disturbances 
between the whites and Indians which took place 


'| in the course of the past summer on the frontiers 


of said State. 
Mr. NORVELL submitted the following reso- 
lations; which lie on the table one day: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals inquire into the expediency of granting ‘0 
the State of Michigan five per cent. of the net 
roceeds of all public lands lying within the said 
tate, which were sold, under the authority of the 
United States, from the first of January, 1836, ‘0 
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j 
t of July, 1836; such proceeds to be applied, |) 
an pavastbies of the Legislature of the State, | 
to the completion of the military roads commenced 
therein by the United States while Michigan was 
‘ tory. 
nena That the Committee on Commerce 
inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
yriation for a survey of the Falls of St. Mary, 
with a view to the construction of a ship-channel 
around said falls, between Lake Superior and 
Huron. ; 
Leaied: That the Committee on the Public 
Lands inquire into the expediency of establishing 
a surveyor general’s office in the State of Michi- | 
an. 
' THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 


The bill to designate and limit the funds which 
shall be receivable for the public revenue was 
taken up as the special order; and sore | 

Mr. RIVES addressed the House at length in 
its support, and in reply to Mr. Benton. 

Mr. MORRIS spoke at length in opposition to 
the Ol WEBSTER made some remarks in oppo- 
sition to the bill; when — f, 

Mr. CALHOUN intimated a wish to address 
the Senate on the subject. ; 

Mr. BENTON moved to lay the bill on the, 
wy WALKER called for the yeas and nays | 
on the question; which being ordered, it was || 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 29, nays 18. 


HOUSE BILLS. 


The bill from the House for the relief of Ebe- | 
nezer Breed; and || 
The bill from the House, granting to the At- | 
chafalaya Banking and Railroad Company the | 
right of way through the public lands, were read | 
twice and referred. 


SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill to limit the sales of the public lands to | 
actual settlers, and in limited quantities, was taken | 
upas the next special order, the question being 
on Mr. Bucuanan’s amendment, to allow indi- | 
viduals in the old States to enter lands in the 
names of their minor children. 


| 
1} 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved to postpone the | 


bill until to-morrow, in consequence of the ab- | 
sence of the gentleman whose amendment was 
pending. ‘The question was decided in the nega- | 
tive—yeas 18, nays 27; as follows: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


| ment, avd to the ultimate and complete dependance of the 


Mr. HOWELL moved a call of the House. 
Mr. GRANGER asked for the yeas and nays, 


remarking that doubtless there would be a quorum | 


before the roll would be gone through, which would 
answer the purpose of a call. 

The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered, 
and were—yeas 57, nays 55. 

So a majority of the members present agreed 


' that there should be a call. 
Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, moved to dispense 


with it. 

‘The CHAIR remarked, that by the vote just 
taken, there did not appear to be a quorum present 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House be counted. 

This being done, it was ascertained that there 
were one hundred and twenty-four members pres- 
ent, and the call of the House was then dispensed 
with, 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. JARVIS, EVANS, BAILEY, and 
FAIRFIELD, of Maine; 

{Mr. Haut, of Maine, renewed his motion to 


; Submit the resolution offered by him on Saturday, 


to instruct the Committee on Commerce to inquire 
into the expediency of revising the laws regulating 
the trade upon the northern frontier, and of abol- 
ishing duties on lumber the growth of the United 


|| States, sawed in said Provinces, and brought back, 


&c.; which was objected to.]} 

Mr. CUSHMAN, of New Hampshire; 

[Mr. Cusuman presented the following joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of New Hampshire; 
which were laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. ] 


STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Whereas Government was instituted for the common ben- 
efit, protection and security of the whole community, and 
not for the private interests or emolument of any mau or class 


of men: And whereas all manner of unnecessary taxation, | 


whether it have for its object distribution, the granting of 
protection to certain individuals only, or of certain kinds 
of manufactures, to the exclusion of all other individuals, 
manufactures, or trades, is highly detrimental to the best 
interests of the whole people: And whereas any system of 
| direct Or indirect taxation for the purpose of internal im- 
provements, to benefit exclusively certain individuals, or 
sections of country, at the expense of other individuals, and 
other sections, is highly to be deprecated on account of its 
manifest injustice to the great mass of the community : 


General Government to the States, whether that surplus is 
an accidental one or otherwise, is contrary to the true spirit 


|! and meaning of the Constitution, and if the practice of 


| taxing the people unnecessarily for that purpose is adopted, 


will tend towards tbe creation of a consolidated Govern- | 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- || several States upon that Government: ‘Theretore, 


ton, Crittenden, Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, || 
Moore, Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tom- 
linson, Wall, Webster, and White—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- || 
bert, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- | 
dricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, || 
Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Preston, 
Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tall- | 
madge, Tipton, Walker, and Wright—27. | 

The question was then taken on Mr, Bucuan- 


an’saamendment; which was adopted—yeas 28, 
nays 15; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, 





Clay, Clayton, Cuthbert, Ewing of Illinois, Hen- || 
dricks, Hubbard, Kent, Knight, Lyon, Nicholas, | 
Norvell, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, | 
Sevier, Southard, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tomlinson, Walker, Wall, Webster, and White 
—28. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Represcntatives in 


| General Court convened, That all revenue arisiog from 
| imports or direct taxation should not exceed the legitimate 
| wants of the Governinent, and that any system tending to 


increase the revenue beyond that point, is oppressive and 
unequal; therefore any compromise made by the repre- 
sentatives of the people tending to increase the same beyond 
that point, can have no binding moral obligation upon their 


| successors, 


And be it further resolved, That a system of internal im- 
provements for the purpose of benefiling certain sections of 
the country at the expense of other sections, is not only | 
unconstitutional, but highly oppressive to the great mass of | 


| the community, and that such improvements should there- | 


fore be left to individual enterprise. 


And be it jurther resolved, ‘That any distribution of the | 


| surplus revenues of the General Government, would be not 


only contrary to the spirit of the Constitution, but if adopted 
wiil tend to the establishment of a consolidated Govern- 
ment, degrading to the States, and reducing them to servile 
dependence upon the Gencral Government. ' | 
And be it further resolved, That our Senators in the Con- | 
gress of the United States be instructed, and our Repre- 
sentatives requested, to use their exertions to procure such 


NAYS—Meessrs. Benton, Black,-Fulton,Grun- reduction of the tariff, having due regard to the general | 


dy, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, 
Moore, Morris, Niles, Page, Preston, Ruggles, 
Tipton, and Wright—15. 

r. CLAY moved further to amend, by striking 





tion principle; and, after a debate, in which the 
motion was supported by Messrs. CLAY, MOR- 
RIS, and CALHOUN, and opposed by Messrs. 


interest of the whole community, as to meet the actual 


| wants of the Government, and such graduation of the prices | 
| and limitation of the sales of the public lands, as will best | 
| promote the settlement and actual occupancy of the same. 


BE. 


And whereas any distribution of the surplus revenue ofthe | 
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and ADAMS, of 


LINCOLN, CALHOUN, 
| Massachusetts; 
(Mr. Brices presented the petition of the 
| heirs of Giibert Dench, late of Massachusetts, for 
the amount due said Dench on a contract for 
transporting supplies during the revolutionary 
war; of William Bacon and others, of Richmond, 
_ Massachusetts, for a post route.| 

(Mr. Apams stated to the House that he had 
In bis possession several petitions on the subject 
of the abolition of slavery, the slave trade, &e., 
and he asked permission to address the klouse on 
the right of the petitioners to have their peuuons 
read. He also asked that their request might be 
entered on the Journal, and that the question 
might be taken by yeas and nays. 

Mr. Antuony inquired of the Chair whether 
the gentieman from Massachusetis could cai! for 
the yeas and nays on a request of this kind. 

The Cnair said the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts could attain his object by moving a sus- 
pension of the rule, for the purpose of addressing 
the Hlouse on the subject alluded to. 

Mr. Apams then moved a suspension of the 
rules, for the purpose of addressing the House on 
the right of these petitioners to have thew petitions 
read; and on that motion called for the yeas and ‘ 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 44, 
nays 124; as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Bond, Briggs, Buchanan, Wiliam B. Calhoun, 
George Chambers, Chapin, Chetwoou, Childs, 
Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Denny, Evans, 
ry, Granger, Hiland Hall, Harper, biezeitine, 
Hoar, Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, William Jackson, 


| Janes, Jeniter, Lawrence, Sampson Mason, Mc- 


Kennan, Mitiigun, Morris, Pearson, Phillips, 

Potts, Reed, Russell, Slade, Spangler, Sprague, 
| Storer, and Elisha Whitlesey—44. 

Nays—Messrs. Chilton Allan, A-thony, Ash, 
Barton, Bean, Beil, Black, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, 
Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Joho 
Chambers, Nathaniel H. Ciaiborne, John F. H. 
Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
| Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, 

Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Efner, Eimore, 

Farlan, Fuller, Rice Garland, Glascock, Graham, 
| Graves, Griffia, Haley, Joseph Hail, Hannegan, 
Hardin, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, 
| Haynes, Henderson, Herod, Holsey, Holt, 
| Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Hunts- 
| man, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, John W. 
| Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
| Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Gideon Lee, 
| Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, 
| Lucas, Lyon, Job Mann, William Mason, Moses 
Mason, Maury, McCarty, McKay, McKeon, 
| McKim, McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, 
| Owens, Page, Patterson, Patton, James A. Pearce, 
| Pettigrew, Phelps, Pinckney, John Reynolds, 
| Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, 
| Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
| Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Standefer, Steele, Suther- 
land, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, 
| Waddy Thompson, Turner, ‘Turrill, Underwood, 
Ward, Washington, Webster, Weeks, White, 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, and Sherrod W illiams— 
124, 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. } 

Mr. ADAMS presented a petition from the 
Young Men’s Anti-Slavery Society of Philadelphia, 
remonstrating against Congress taking any steps 
which might lead to the introduction of slavery in 
Texas, and moved that it be read. 

The CHAIR said, if the petition related in any 
way and to any extent to the abolition of slavery, 
it must lie on the table, under the rule, without 





And that they be further instructed and requested to voie || reading. 


; : : ss ins j jution providing for the distribution | 
out the fourth section, which contains the preémp- || S84iustauy bill or reso ; - 


| to the States of any moneys which may hereafter be in the | 
Treasury of the United States; or for the alteration or | 
change of the laws now existing regulating the deposit of | 
| public moneys so as to distribute or reiinquish the repay- 


: and that they be further directed to lay | 
WALKER and SEVIER, || spreanbi andthe Tooluone bes th Hower o | 
painedsgias 8 ad g 22 et Saar er | Tater Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
ee sere, 
ee ee ae es ° oenate. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | Approved, January 13, 1837 


Monpay, January 30, 1837. 
Pursuant to the order of Saturday, the House 


sg ’ .m., but the attend- || 
embled at eleven o’clock, a. m., but the atten | GRENNELL, REED, HOAR, JACKSON, 


ance being thin, 


ISAAC HILL, Governor. 
A true copy: 
Rateu Metcatr, Secretary of State. 


Messrs. BRIGGS, CUSHING, PHILLIPS, 


Mr. ADAMS said the memorial was against 
the recognition of the independence of Texas, 
because that measure would lead to the extension 
of slavery. 

Mr. HOPKINS said, as he had understood the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to remark that the 
memorial did relate in some measure to slavery, 
he must object to the reading of the paper. 

Mr. GLASCOCK inepaieed of the Chair whether 
the paper did in any way relate to the subject of 
slavery. 

The CHAIR could not then determine. 

Mr. PATTON thought the petition should be 
read, so that the Houge would be able to ascertain 
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to what extent it did relate to the subjectof slavery, 
if related to it at ail. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN objected to the reading of 
the petition. 

r. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion that the petition be read. 

Mr. JARVIS asked if a motion to lay the 
petition on the table would dispose of the subject. 

The SPEAKER, having looked into the paper, 
decided that it must lie on the table, under the 
order of the House of the 18th of January. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed trom this decision, and 
asked for the yeas and nays on the question; which 
were ordered, 

Mr. PHILLIPS rose to ask for the reading of 
the paper; and if the reading was refused, he must 
ask to be excused from voung. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved that the whole sub- 
ject be laid on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, called for 
the yeas and nays on this subject; which were 
ordered. 


Mr. ROBERTSON then withdrew the motion | 


to lay on the table. 

The CHAIR then directed the paper to be read, 
and it was read accordingly by the Clerk. 

Mr. MERCER did not think the memorial was 
comprehended within the order of the House of 
the 18h of January. 

Mr. HAWES then moved to lay the appeal on 
the table; and on this question called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
131, nays 62; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, | 
Black, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, Bunch, | 


Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, Chapman, 
Chapin, Chetwood, Nathaniel [. Claiborne, John 
F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Cramer, 
Crary, Cushman, Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dou- 
bleday, Dunlap, Etner, Elmore, Farlin, Forester, 
Fowler, French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Ghoison, Gillet, Gias- 


cock, Graham, Grantland, Grayson, Griffin, || 


Joseph Hall, Hardin, Harlan, AlbertG. Harrison, 


Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Holsey, Holt, || 


Hopkius, Howard, Huntington, Huntsman, Ing- 


hain, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- || 
son, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kilgore, 
Kiingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Gideon 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leon- 
ard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Wil- 


liam Mason, Moses Mason, Maury, May, 
McComas, McKay, McKim, McLene, Miller, 


Montgomery, Morgan, Owens, Page, Patterson, | 


Patton, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Phelps, 
Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, 
Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, Seymour, Augus- 
tine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, 
Standefer, Steele, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, 
John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Turner, Tur- 
rill, Vanderpoel, Washington, Weeks, White, 
Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sher- 
rod Williams, and Yelli—131. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, He- 


man Allen, Bailey, Beaumont, Bond, Briggs, || 
William B. Calhoun, Carr, George Chambers, | 


Childs, Clark, Connor, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, 


S. Harrison, Hazeltine, Henderson, Hoar, Llow- 
ell, Hubley, Hunt, Ingersoll, William Jackson, 
Janes, Lawrence, Lay, Lincoln, Job Mann, Samp- 
son Mason, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer, Milli- 
gan, Morris, Parker, Dutee J. Pearce, Pearson, 
Phiilips, Potts, Reed, Russell, Schenck, Siade, 


TRE CO 


| already reported against it. Mr. G. briefly ad- | 


Denny, Dromgoole, Evans, Everett, Granger, | 
Grennell, Haley, Hiland Hall, Harper, Samuel | 


Spangler, Sprague, Storer, Sutherland, Under- | 


wood, Wardwell, Webster, Elisha Whittlesey, | 


and Young—®62. 
So the appeal was laid on the table. 


| fore suggested to the gentleman to move the refer- 
|} ence of the memorial to a select committee, of 


Mr. ADAMS presented a number of other peti- | 


tions, praying for the abolition of slavery in the | 


District of Columbia. They were from Kingston, 


Hingham, Duxbury, and other places in Massa- | 


chusetis, and some other places, [mostly signed 
by females. } 
On the presentation of each of these petitions 


respectively, Mr. ADAMS moved that they be || 


read, but the CHAIR decided that, under the order 
of the House of the 18th instant, they would lie 
on the table. Mr. A. then, in every instance, 
took an appeal from that decision, which appeals 


' 
} 


| made to that effect by Messrs. JARVIS, CUSH- 
MAN, HAYNES, HOLSEY, and MERCER. 
Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island; 

[Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island, presented reso- 


| 


Jutions recently adopted by both branches of the | 


Legislature of Rhode Island, reasserting the set- 
tled opinion of the people of that State, in favor of 
adequate protection to national industry, in confi- 
dence of which a large amount of property had been 
| invested; and deprecating the consequences of the 
frequent agitation of the tariff question, to prevent 
which was one of the principal inducements (o an 
acquiescence in the tariff law of 1833; also, re- 
spectfully protesting against any action by Con- 
gress, to anticipate the gradual operation and final 
effect of the act of compromise, so called, (itself 


an inadequate protection, ) prior to the time therein | 


limited, as greatly injurious to all branches of 
industry, and to all interests in said State, and in 
the country at large, and in violation of the spirit 
of said act of compromise, and of the faith of our 
national legislators. 

By said resolutions, the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives from that State, were requested to use 
their best exertions to prevent the passage of any 


act to impair the protection secured tothe national | 


industry in said act of compromise, passed in 

1833. ' 

Mr. P. stated that these resolutions passed one 
branch of the Legislature with but one dissenting 
voice, and the other branch unanimously. The 
resolutions were, on his motion, ordered to be 

| printed, and referred to the Committee of the 
hole on the state of Union. ] 


ticut; 
(Mr. Hatey presented a memorial from anum- 


Messrs. HALEY and INGHAM, of Connec- | 


E. 


| said war. He moved they be referred to the Com. 
/ mittee on Invalid Pensions, with instructions ‘. 
| inquire into the expediency of placing him on the 
| Invalid Pension roll of the United States. } 

[Mr. Warp presented the petition of James 
Varien, Daniel Palmer, and others, of Whit. 
|| Plains, New York, praying for compensation fy, 
|| property destroyed by the American troops during 
| the revolutionary war; which was referred to ih. 
|| Committee on Revolutionary Claims. ]} 
| (Mr. Leonarp presented two petitions from 
| sundry inhabitants of the counties of Steuben 
|| and Chemung, in the State of New York, praying 
| the establishment of a post route from the head 
| of Seneca Lake to the town of Corning, in gaiq 
| State.) . 
| _[Mr. Lansing presented the petition of Isaac 
| Chapman and others, soldiers and artificers in the 
|, Army of the United States during the late wa, 
| praying that they be allowed bounty lands. Algo, 
| the petition of Erastus Corning and others, mer. 
| chants and residents of the city of Albany, pray- 
|| ing an appropriation to build a pier and breakwater 
| at Van Buren harbor, in Chautauque county, in 
|| the State of New York.] 
| _ (Mr. McKeon presented the following petitions: 
| From citizens of New Jersey, for the erection of 
|| a light-house on Robbins’s Reef; from citizens of 
|| New York, for the improvement of Van Buren 
|| harbor; from representatives of Baron De Kalb, 
| for compensation for revolutionary services; from 
|| the Chamber of Commerce of the city of New 
|| York, for the employment of ‘relief vessels on the 
| coast of the United States. } 

{Mr. Cuapin presented the petition of Ebenezer 
|| Pierce, a soldier in the American Army during 
|| the revolutionary war. The petitioner states that 


| 


January 30, 


| } 


| ber of citizens of New London, remonstrating || while in the service he was twice wounded by the 
‘against the abolition of slavery in the District of | enemy, once in the neck by a musket-ball, and 
Columbia, and praying the non-interference of || afterwards in his thigh by a bayonet; and claims 
Congress on that subject; which took the order of | half pay as an invalid, from December, 1783, to 
the House, and was laid on the table.] || May, 1818, when a pension was granted to him 
Messrs. HALL, JANES, SLADE, and || by the United States; which was referred to the 
ALLEN, of Vermont; | Committee on Invalid Pensions. } 
[Mr. Atten, of Vermont, presented the petition|| Messrs. GALBRAITH,CHAMBERS, HAR. 
of 251 males, 258 females, adults, and 74 minors, || PER, PIERSON, HUBLEY, INGERSOLL, 


between the ages of 14 and 18 years, inhabitants 
| of the town of Wesford, in the State of Vermont, 
| praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave 
_ trade in the District of Columbia and Territories 
| subject to the jurisdiction of Congress, and also 


| SUTHERLAND, DENNY, McKENNAN, and 
| CLARK, of Pennsylvania; 

‘| (Mr. Cuamsers, of Pennsylvania, presented a 
‘| memorial from a number of citizens of the county 
|| of Adams, Pennsylvania, praying the abolition 


for the prohibition of the internal and coasting 
| slave trade between the several States. 
Messrs. RUSSELL, CHILDS, CHAPIN, 
|GRANGER, YOUNG, HUNT, WARD, TAY- 


| of slavery and the slave trade in the District of 

_| Columbia. } 

|| (Mr. Husiey presented sundry memorials, 

|| signed by a number of citizens of Schuylkill 

LOR, CAMBRELENG, McKEON, MASON, || county, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against a 

| LEONARD, HAZELTINE, LANSING, FUL- || repeal of the duty on foreign coal; which were 
LER, GIDEON LEE, and WARDWELL, of | referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
New York; r | state of the Union, to whom the subject had been 

[Mr. Grancer presented a memorial, signed by |, committed.] 

_ twelve hundred merchants and others, of thecity || Mr. MILLIGAN, of Delaware; 

_of New York, praying for the establishment of a | Messrs. THOMAS, HOWARD, McKIM, 

| national bank, and moved that it be referred to the | PEARCE, TURNER, and JENIFER, of Mary- 

| Committee on Commerce, inasmuch as the Com- | land; 

mittee of Ways and Means, to whom the subject|| Messrs. MORGAN, ROBERTSON, MER- 

might be considered as properly belonging, had | CER, TALIAFERRO, and LOYALL, of Vir- 
inia: 

. [Among the petitions presented by Mr. Lovatt 

Mr. CaMBRELENG suggested to his colleague, | was the memorial of Mrs. Ann J. Ross, praying 

| who seemed to consider this as a matter of very || that some provision be made for herself and chi!- 
great importance, particularly at this crisis, that, || dren in consideration of the gallantry displayed, 

_ Inasmuch as this question had been referred to the || and important services rendered by her late hius- 


| verted to the importance of the memorial. 


Committee of Ways and Means, and he had been 
directed, with one exception, by the unanimous 


_ vote of that committee, to move its discharge from || 
|it, the gentleman would give the country the 


| band, Andrew Ross, of the Marine Corps, who 
|| died of wounds received in battle with the Semi- 
nole Indians. } 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, of North Carolina; 


benefit of his own abilities upon it. Mr.C.there-|| Messrs. PINCKNEY and RICHARDSON, of 
|| South Carolina; ; 
| Messrs. HAYNES and HOLSEY, of Georgia; 
Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama; 
Messrs. CALHOON, HARLAN, and WIL- 
LIAMS, of Kentucky; 


{[Mr. Catuoon presented a memorial of the 


which he (Mr. G.) would then be chairman. 
| Mr. Grancer disclaimed any wish for such a | 
| reference. 
Mr. SutHercanp moved its reference to a select 
committee, but the first motion was agreed to, and || American Colonization Society of Kentucky, ask- 
_ the memorial was accordingly referred to the Com- || ing the aid of Conzress to further the objects of 
| mittee on Commerce.]} | said society; and moved its reference to the Com- 
(Mr. Camprevene presented, among other me- || mittee for the District of Columbia. 
| morials, one from the cityof Brooklyn in favorof|| Mr. Apams contended that this petition came 
| the bill for reducing the tariff.) || under the operation of the order directing all 
(Mr. Tartor presented some papers relating to | papers on the subject of abolition to be laid on 
the service of Frederick Sammons, in the war of || the table. The society, he said, certainly contem- 





were respectively laid on the table, on motions |! the Revolution, and injuries he received during |! plated the abolition of slavery. 
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Mr. Pincaney moved to lay it on the table. 
Lost. ; 

‘he memorial, under the rule—and debate on 
- elit raised by Mr. Apams being likely to 
rise—was ordered to lie over till Monday next.) 
a (Mr. Hannan presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Kentucky, praying for pecuniary 
aid from the General Government to the American 
Colonization Society; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Messrs. the SPEAKER, STANDEFER, 
HUNTSMAN, DUNLAP, and LEA, of Ten- 
nest ears. WHITTLESEY, MASON, CRANE, 
BOND, KILGORE, THOMSON, STORER, 
SPANGLER, and McLENE, of Oltio; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana; ; 

Messrs. LANE and DAVIS of Indiana; 

Mr. Lane presented the following: 

The memorial of Elizabeth Timms, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, praying relief for injuries sus- 
tained by her in consequence of the tragical death 
of an hongrable member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives in April, 1834. 

The memorial of John Cook, of Lucas county, | 
Ohio, praying relief for improvements made upon 

ublic lands, which greatly increased its value and 
the receipts into the Treasury. | 

The memorial of Richard R. 8S. Bealle, repre- | 
sentative of Captain Robert Bealle, deceased, pray- | 
ing commutation-pay due the deceased may be | 
paid to his legal heirs.) ' 

(Mc. Carr said he wished to submit to the | 
House a resolution which he was very desirous 
should be adopted. It related to a subject in which 
many very worthy citizens felt the deepest interest, 
and for the purpose of enabling the House to judge 
of the merits of the resolution, he would send it 
to the Chair to be read. The resolution was read, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That this House will, on Thursday | 
the second day of February next, resolve itself || 
into Committee of the Whole, for the purpose | 
of taking up and considering bill number 570, 
granting a bounty in land to the militia-men, | 
mounted militia-men, vclunteers, and rangers, 
who defended the country during the late war | 
with Great Britain. 

Objection being made, the House refused at this 
time, to consider the resolution. j 

Mr. GHOLSON, of Mississippi; 

Messrs. CASEY, REYNOLDS, and MAY, of | 
Illinois; | 

(Mr. Casey presented the petition of sundry | 
members of the Legislature of Illinois, praying 
the establishment of a post route from Maysville, 
in Clay county, by Green’s Mills, in said county, 
thence to Erwington, in Effingham county, thence 
by the Blue Point, in said county, to Shelbyville, 
in Shelby county; which, on his motion, was | 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads. ] ne ; 

[Mr. Reynoxps, of Illinois, presented the peti- 
tion of a number of respectable citizens of the 
State of Illinois, praying for the alternate sections 
of land, on the railroad from Alton, in the State | 
of Mlinois, to Mount Carmel, to be given for the | 
construction of a railroad between those points; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Pub- | 
lic Lands.) ‘* 

(Mr. May presented petitions from a number), 
of settlers residing on the unsurveyed lands lying | 
in the northern part of the State of Illinois, pray- 
ing the passage of a preémption law in their favor. 

Also, a petition from a number of citizens of || 
Illinois, praying the establishment of a mail route | 
from Monmouth to Elennepin. ‘ 

Also, a petition from a number of the inhabit- || 
ants of Fulton and Warren counties, Illinois, || 
raying the establishment of a post route from 
armington, in Fulton county, via Troy, Smith- 
field, St. Augustine Greenfield, in Warren county, | 
to Burlington, in Wisconsin Territory. } 

Messrs. HARRISON and ASHLEY of Mis- | 
souri; 

[Mr. Harrison presented the memorial of the | 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the city of St. | 


Louis, praying an appropriation sufficient to re- | 
move i sand bar in the harbor of St. Louis. || 
The petition of Edward J. Davenport and others, | 
praying relief for those who suffered losses from | 
French spoliations prior to 1800. The petition of || 
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to erect suitable buildings, and to 


IONAL GLOBE. 


David Hamilton; elon, of Alexander McKorkle | 


and others, praying the right of preémption. } 

Mr. CRARY, of Michigan; 

(Mr. Crary presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Michigan for an appropriation for an 
accurate survey of the Lakes Ontario, Erie, St. 
Clair, Hurcn, Michigan,and Superior. Also, the 
petitions of numerous citizens of Michigan for an 
appropriation for the construction of a harbor and 
light-house at the mouth of the Kalamazoo river. 
Also, a memorial of a number of citizens of Michi- 
gan, praying Congress to have a survey made of 
the flats at the mouth of St. Clair river. Also, a 
petition of General John M. Williams of Detroit, 
praying compensation for property destroyed 


during the late war with Great Britain. ] 


Mr. WHITE, of Florida; 

Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin; 

(Mr. Jones, of Wisconsin, presented petitions 
— for the restriction of the sales of public 
ands, and the passage of a preémption law; for the 
construction of a harbor and light-house at Mil- 
waukie; for the construction of roads from Green 
Bay to Chicago, from Milwaukie to the Mississippi. 
The petition of John D. Bell, of Bellevue, Du: 
buque county, praying for a grant of the preéffip- 
tion right to one quarter section of land, at and near 
that place. Also, a petition for post routes. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 
Mr. INGERSOLL submitted the following 


|| resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Build- 
ings be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of completing tne east front of the Capitol, by pro- 
viding suitable statuary. 

Mr. McKEON moved to amend, by inserting 
‘*and to provide a statue of Jefferson, to be placed 
in the Library of Congress.’’ 

Mr. INGERSOLL accepted this as a modifica- 
tion; and as modified, the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, submitted — 


the following resolution; which, by consent, was 
considered and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 


been made in the survey of the coast from the 
Rigolets to Mobile Point, authorized at the last 
session of Congress; and whether, in his opinion, 
any further appropriation is necessary. 

Mr. McCARTY submitted the following reso- 
lution; which by the rule lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury | to the improvement of the same; also, into the 


be requested to transmit to this House copies of all 
the papers on file in the Treasury Department and 


| requested to inform this House what progress has | 
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Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish to 
this House the report and estimates of the engi- 
neer appointed to examine and survey the harbor 
of Havre-de-Grace in Maryland. 

On motion of Mr. GHOLSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of removing the land office from Augusta, im the 
State of Mississippi, to Pauldwg, im Jasper 
county, in said State. 


On motion of Mr. SPANGLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of placing Samuel Hall, of Knox county, Ohio, a 
soldier in the late war with Great Britain, on the 
pension roll, 


On motion of Mr. PATTERSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of relinquishing the jurisdiction of the Gov- 
ernment.of the United States over the road from 
the lower rapids of the Maumee river to the west 
line of the Western Reserve, in the State of Ohio, 
and authorizing the Leyislature of the State to 
take such measures as they may think proper to 
reconstruct such road, and keep the same in repair; 
and that the memorial passed on that subject by 
the Legisiature of said State, at their session of 
1835-6, be referred to said committee. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of passing a law for the benefit of Robin ‘Tobin, 
permitting him to locate and enter four hundred 
acres of the public land, as an equivalent for a 
four hundred acre land warrant issue by the State 
of Virginia, many years ago, to William Hardin, 
and assigned by him to Benjamin Hardin, which 
warrant is herewith referred to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to James McMuilen, 
of Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Missis- 
sippi, 

SY That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into theexpediency of making 
an appropriation for erecting a custom-house at 


| Natchez, and for a survey of the harbors of 


General Land Office, in reference to the examina- | 


tion and condition of the land office at Fort Wayne, 


made during the fall of 1836, by Mr. West, in- | 


cluding said examiner’s report, and all letters and 
correspondence upon that subject, and the alleged 
delinquency of the receiver of public moneys at 
said office. 


Mr. ROBERTSON submitted the following 


resolution; which, by consent, was considered and 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to furnish this House with a copy of the report 
of the survey of James river, in Virginia, made in 
pursuance of an act of Congress of the last session. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 


| ency of placing the name of Barnet Hagerman on 
, the pension roll of the United States. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 


the compensation of the deputy surveyors of the 
State of Louisiana, for surveying the public lands 


the compensation now allowed by law. 
On motion of Mr. THOMSON of Ohio, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public || 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
| of granting a township, or other quantity of land, 


to each of the States of this Union, to enable them 
print or pur- 
chase all necessary books for the instruction of 
the blind within their respective limits. 


Mr. TURNER submitted the following reso- | 


lution; which, by consent, was considered and 
adopted: 


Natchez, Grand Gulf, and Vicksburg, preliminary 


propriety of making provision for removing the 
bars, or deepening the channels, at the mouths of 
Pearl and Pascagoula rivers, and for removing 
the rafts, snags, sawyers, and for other impedi- 
| ments in that arm, or cut-off, of the Mississippi 


‘| river, known as the Yazoo Pass; also, into the 


expediency of endowing a hospital at Natchez for 


|| the relief of sick or disabled mariners and boat- 


men navigating the Mississippi river. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of amending the act of Congress passed on the 
28th May, 1828, entitled “An act for the relief 
‘of the purchasers of the public lands that have 


| *reverted for the non-payment of the purchase 


‘money,’’ and the act on the same subject passed 
in June, 1832, so as to enable the heirs and legal 
representatives of deceased persons to draw scrip 


| on all forfeited land stock remaining in the name 
|| of said deceased person, upon the heirs or legal 


in the said State, which cannot be surveyed for | 


| Lands inquire into the expediency of increasing | 


| representatives of such deceased person giving a 
' refunding bond, to be approved of by the register 
of the land office, in double the amount of the 
| scrip issued, and under such other restrictions as 
may be thought prope and necessary in al! cases 
| where the original certificate given to such deceased 
_ persons have been lost or destroyed. 
| On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
/ amending the laws of the United States in relation 


|| to imprisonment for debt, so as to place alien 
| plaintiffs upon the same focting as citizens of the 
| several States in respect to their legal remedies. 
On motion of Mr. YELL, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
| Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


} 
' 
i 


e. OR ca a eet os 


142 


of establishing an additional land office in the 
State of Arkansas, to be located in the county of 
Johnson. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of causing the necessary surveys and esti- 
mates to be made for the purpose of forming such 
canals and embankments as may effectually drain 
the valley of the St. Francis river, improve the 
navigation thereof, and drain the public lands now 
occasionally flooded by the same. 


On snotion of Mr. FRENCH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office’ 
and Post Roads be requested to inquire into the 
expediency of requiring the postage on all letters 
sent by the express mail to be paid in advance; 
and that the committee inquire into the expedi- 
ency of abolishing the express mail. 


On motion of Mr. CRARY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on tke Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of establishing a surveyor general’s office for 
the State of Michigan. 


On motion of Mr. CRARY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the survey of the Falls of St. 
Mary, with a view to the construction of a ship 
channel between Lake Superior and Lake Huron. 


On mouon of Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canais be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the survey of 
Rock river from us mouth to the.Fourth of the 
Four Lakes; and for the survey of the Wisconsin 
and Pecketouica rivers, the Des Moines and 
loway, the Fox, Manitowa, and Sheboygan. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was rejected. 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Private Land 
Ciauns be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of transterring all the undecided land claims 
in the eastern district of Florida, and all claims 
under the ninth article of the Fiorida treaty, to the 
judge of the middle district, for decision, or of 
providing some other mode for their speedy adju- 
dicauion. 

Mr. MERCER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the above resolution was rejected. 

After some remarks by Messrs. MERCER, 
CRANE, CAVE JOHNSON, CHAMBERS, of 
Penosylvania, and WHITE, of Florida, 

Mr. MERCER moved to postpone the subject 
unul Monday next; which was agreed to—ayes 
8Y, noes 33. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, (being absent on 
duty asa member of the select committee when 
the State of New York was called,) on leave, pre- 
sented a petition. 


EBENEZER BREED. 


sider the vote by which the bill for the relief of 
Ebenezer Breed was passed on Saturday; and as 
the bill had been sent to the Senate, he further 
moved that a message be sent to that body for its 
return. 

The first motion was entered; and the second 
lies over for decision by the Chair. 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY OF 
THE TREASURY. 


The CHAIR laid before the House a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
conformity with the suggestion contained in his 


annual report to Congress, submitting a statement | 


of the further proceedings for the settlement of 
the claims of the United States against the Bank 
of the United States; which, on motion of Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, was referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 31, 1837. 
The CHAIR communicated a report from the 


State Department, giving the number of registered 
American seamen in each quarter of the year | 


adjourned. | 
| 


one CONGR at Ce 


1836; which was referred to the Committee on | Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on 


Commerce. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the War Department, giving a list of the appro- 
priations and expenditures for the year 1836; and 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Mr. TIPTON presented the memorial of Jere- 
miah Taylor, of Indiana, praying for a pension; 


which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. || 


Mr. T. also presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Carroll county, Indiana; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. LINN presented the following memorials 
_and petitions: 

A memorial from the Legislative Assembly of 
Wisconsin Territory, praying for the deposit of 
arms, ammunition, &c., for defense of said Terri- 
tory in case of Indian invasion; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A memorial from the same, praying for the 
passage of a law to authorize the appointment of 


a commission to adjust the titles to lots in certain || 
towns; which was referred to the Committee on | 


the Public Lands. 


A memorial from the same, praying for the | 


passage of preémption laws; which was referred 
to the same committee. 


A petition from the corporate authorities of the | 
city of St. Louis, asking an additional appropria- || 


tion to aid in removing a large sand bar, which 


threatens to shut up and destroy their harbor; || 


which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


A petition from Joseph Bogy, asking relief for 


injury done him in consequence of a mistake com- | 


mitted by the clerk of one of the courts in the 
| Territory of Arkansas, by which mistake the 
| petitioner was deprived of several hundred acres 
of land which have been decreed to him by the 


supreme court of Arkansas, under authority from | 
the United States; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Private Land Claims. 

A petition from the legal representatives of 
Julian Dubuque, asking to be confirmed in their 
titles to a tract of land on the west bank of the 
Mississippi river, in the Territory of Wisconsin, 
which land was granted to Dubuque by the Baron 
de Carondelet, in the year 1796, and which grant 


was made with the approbation of the Sac and | 
Fox tribes of Indians, as they acknowledged in | 
the treaty held with them by General William H. | 
Harrison, in the year 1806; which was referred to || 


the same committee. 

A petition from Thomas Hart, praying for a 
donation of one quarter section of land, in com- 
mutation for money paid by him for the use of 
the United States in the late war with Great 
Britain; which was referred to the Committee on 


} > . 
Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to recon- ' the Public Lands. 


A memorial from the citizens of Milwaukie, 
praying Congress not to confirm, but to reject the 
act entitled ‘* An act to incorporate the stockhold- 
ers of the Milwaukie Bank;’’ which was referred 

to the Committee on Finance; and the memorial, 
| together with the charter of the Milwaukie Bank, 
| were ordered to be printed. 

| Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of the 
_Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, 


| praying that some of the small vessels of the Navy 
|| may be employed as relief ships during the winter 


_ off the coast of New York; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 

| sundry citizens of Connecticut, praying for an 

appropriation for the improvement of the harbor 

'of Darien; which was referred to the Committee 


, on Commerce. 


| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, the House || 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petitions of Hiram Humphries, 
Robert Pullen, and Benjamin W. Hopkins. 
| Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs, to which had been referred the petition of 

George C. Johnson, reported a bill for his relief; 
| which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


BE. 


ae anuary 3], 


. - Naya! 
| Affairs, to which was referred the bill to encoy. 


| age the employment of boys in the naval servic. 

|| reported the same without amendment. F 

|| Mr. RIVES, from the same committee, to which 

|| had been referred the bill for the relief of Thoma, 

| B. Parsons, reported the same without amend. 
ment, 

| RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


|| The following resolutions were submitted ang 
adopted: 

By Mr. ROBINSON: 

| Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions jp. 
|| quire into the propriety of providing by law fo, 
| the payment of the pension agent for Illinois, ang 
|| such other pension agents who for the last year 
|, have received no compensation for their services, 


|| By Mr. TOMLINSON: 

|| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 

| instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 

| an additional appropriation to improve the harbor 
of West Port, in the State of Connecticut. 


|| _Mr.CLAYTON submitted the following resoly. 
'| tion; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce bs 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
| New Casile a port of entry, either distinctly from, 

or conjointly with, the port of Wilmington. 

{| JOSEPH NOURSE. 
‘(| On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 
| The report of the Committee on Claims, ad. 
|| verse to the petition of Joseph Nourse, was taken 


|| up. 
| ‘aie, CRITTENDEN moved to amend the reso- 
| lution at the conclusion of the report, by striking 
|| out the word ‘* not,” so as to make it read “ Re. 
|| solved, that the prayer of the petitioner ought to 
|| begranted;”’ and after some remarks from Messrs, 
| CRITTENDEN, PRESTON,LINN, and HUB. 
| BARD, 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the report was laid 
on the table. 

THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 


Mr. CALHOUN moved to take up the bill to 
designate and limit the funds which shall be 
|| receivable for the public revenue. 
‘| The motion was opposed by Messrs. GRUNDY 
and WALKER, on the ground that it would in- 
_terfere with the land bill, which it was necessary 
to have a decision on previous to any legislation 
as to the revenue; and after some further remarks 
from Messrs. RIVES, PRESTON, and CAL- 
HOUN, the question was taken and decided in 
the negative—ayes 16, noes 20. 


SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

| The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands, 
_ except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
was taken up as the special order, the question 
being on Mr. Cray’s motion to strike out the 4th 
| section, which contains the preémption principle. 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, spoke at length in 

|| Opposition to the bill, and particularly to the clause 
| proposed to be stricken out. He viewed the bill 
/as establishing a system of partiality, plunder, 
and perfidy; a system in which those who had 
| the least merit would make the most profitable 
laps. If the bill passed at all, he was 
ndifferent as to the details of it: perhaps it would 
be better for the country if it should pass in the 
worst shape in which it had been presented. It 
was not surprising that it should be popular with 
those who were to be so greatly benefited by it; 
but that those whose constituents were to be plun- 
dered should tamely and quietly submit, was not 
and ought not'to be expected. But he was much 
mistaken if this measure could be protected from 
that discontent and indignation with which the 
great majority of the people of the United States 
| always visit a course of injustice and oppression. 
| They should recollect that the public lands were 
| public treasure, and belonged as much to the whole 
| people of the United States as the money in the 
Renemavend should be protected precisely in the 
/same way, and should be distributed among the 
States with as much equality as possible. A very 
large portion of the property was acquired by the 
common blood and treasure of the old thirteen 
| States; and the other portion was purchased with 
the money of the whole, derived from taxation on 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the consumption of the country, the consumers } injustice to Mr. T.’s constituents, by placing 
being principally in the old States. Under these | them on the same footing as squatiers. Mr. T. 


circumstances 
States would 
this domain; 


be satisfied with an equal share of 
but no; not satisfied with the mil- 


| 


one would suppose that the new | 


lions upon millions of acres that had been lavished || 


upon them, with the appetites of cormorants they 


would swallow all. The annals of time, (he said,) | 


did not exhibit a growth in population, wealth, 
and resources commensurate with that of the new 
States; while, on the other hand, the history of 


the world did not present such a scene ee 


ture old age and decay as was witnessed in the 
old States. The bill (he said) had been called an 
Administration measure, and the friends of the 
Administration had been as such called upon to 
support it. 
tration measure; but do not (said he) talk to me 
about an Administration measure, when you put 
your fingers in my pockets for the benefit of 
squatters and speculators. Mr. K. enlarged on 
the inequality of the bill in confining its benefits 
to those who lived in the new States, while the 


He denied that it was an Adminis- | 


people of the old States who had given this domain | 


to the General Government, were prevented from 
participating in its benefits; and instanced the 
State of Georgia, who bad given the territory for 
two of the richest States, and yet her citizens 
were prevented from crossing the line, to purchase 


a portion of these very lands. After entering into | 
calculations, tracing the causes of the unexampled | 


speculations in the public lands, and showing that 
it must be temporary, Mr. K. went on to oppose 


the preémption feature in the bill, which he looked | 
upon as the worst, offering all the lands of the | 


United States, from Florida to the mouth of the 
Columbia, surveyed and unsurveyed, whether the 
Indian title be extinguished or not, to those who 
had the least claims on the bounty of the coun- 


try. 

Mtr. BAYARD said that he had listened with 
great delight to the Senator from Georgia, who 
had given a true exposition of facts as connected 
with the speculations going on in the public lands, 
and the effects which would result from passing 
this bill. Mr. B.’s first objection to the section 


went on to show wherein his constituents differed 
from those who purchased lands when the Yazoo 
country was in the market for sale. What! (he 
inquired,) are these men to be denominated thieves 
and robbers? The honorable Senator had done 
them great injustice; and he felt certain that, did 
he know the true state of the facts, he would not 
have made so serious a charge as this. With re- 
gard to the section under consideration, he would 
vote against it. Indiana had nothing to hope or 
to fear from it. She would be glad, however, 
if the old preémption were revived; and if Con- 
gress desired that the frauds which were said to 
be perpetrated in the purchase of the public lands 
should cease, let them graduate the price. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, made a few explana- 
tory remarks, and averred that it was not the wish 
of a great majority of the people of the new States, 
so far as he could ascertain, that a preémption law 
should be passed. 

Mr. TIPTON expressed himself tolerably well 
satisfied with the explanation of the Senator from 
Georgia. He was aware that a great majority of 
the people residing in the new States are not anx- 
ious for a preémption law. The majority of the 
people of the State of Ohio, as well as his own 
State, care nothing about it, and have not asked 
Congress to pass such law. There are but three 
counties in Indiana where the people did care for, 
and desire, the passage of such a law, and they 
were henest and honorable men. 

Mr. FULTON said the passage of this bill would 
putan end to the enormous speculations which had 
taken place in the public lands. Such had been 
the effects of the combinations of speculators in 
the purchase of lands, that they had compelled 
men to pay from five to twenty dollars per acre 


| for them, when, in fact, they would not other- 


proposed to be stricken out was, that it changed | 


the whole policy of the Government in regard to 
the public lands, binding the Government to make 
them a source of revenue. His second objection 
to the bill was, that it was holding out an encour- 


agement to the people of the old States to leave | 


their homes, and go where a population was not 
wanted. 

Mr. B. read a communication from the Secre- 
tary of: the Treasury at the last session, by which 
itappeared that the whole amount of lands sur- 


veyed in each State and Territory was 166,970,000 | 
acres; that there had been sold forty-four millions | 


some odd hundred thousand acres; and the conse- 
quence was that no less than 122,000,000 remained 
subject to private entry. But what did this bill 
propose to do? 
surveyed lands to emigrants. 
170,000,000 to 200,000,000 acres of unsurveyed 


go and settle upon, where and when they pleased. 


| 


| 
| 


Mr. B. next adverted to the price of the public | 


lands, and asked the Senator from Mississippi 
whether, taking the whole of them together, they 
could be valued at no more than $1 25 per acre? 
and then argued that the effect of the bill was 
nothing less than to offer a temptation to the people 
of the old States to go West. The bill, too, was 
unequal in its provisions, and the inevitable con- 
sequence aad be, 

living in the neighborhood of the public lands 
would get hold of all the choice land. And they 
would have a decided advantage over individuals 
coming from the eastern States, because they pos- 
sessed that local knowledge of the best lands 
which those from a distance had not; for they 
had not had the opportunity of finding them out, 
not having lived in the neighborhood of the lands. 
In fact he looked upon the bill as opening a door 
to fraud, and offering a bonus to the population 
of the old States to remove to the West. 


of his constituents, against whom he considered 
the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Kina] to have 
made charges, as connected with their having 
settled on the public lands. He had done great 


wise have had to have given more than one dollar. 
In the State of Arkansas, during the last year, 
whole counties were entered by speculators; and 
honest, industrious men, had been compelled to 
quit their homes; and ata sale which took place 
at Little Rock iast spring, some speculators com- 
bined against the honest settlers, and they pur- 
chased the whole of the land offered for sale, and 
in a few days afterwards they sold it at auction, 
and realized about one thousand dollars per share. 
Millions of dollars would have been expended in 
the same way, had it not been for the much-rep- 
robated Treasury order, which prevented their 
bank paper from being received. Mr. F. defended 
the provisions of the bill against what had been 
alleged against it, and then spoke of those men 
who were denominated ‘* squatters.’’ Ele vindi- 
cated their character from the aspersions which 
had been cast upon it, and argued that they were 
bold, and brave, and hardy adventurers, who went 
into the very wilderness of the country, where 


|| they settled down and cultivated the land, thereby 
It proposed to open all the un- |, 


Not less than from |, 


rendering the public lands the more valuable. He 
remarked that the State of Arkansas was settled 


| by ‘*squatters,’’ who were so much denounced 
lands were to be thrown open to the people, to | 


here; six or eight hundred of whom were at pres- 
ent at Fort Gibson, and who had wished to de- 
fend the frontier from the savage and ruthless 
invader. Adverting to the settlement of the 


public lands, he said, that instead of its being 
| criminal to do so, Congress itself had authorized 


should it pass, that those || 





the adoption of that course. 
gress, from the year 1824 to the present time, 
been granting preémption rights? Certainly they 
had. With regard to what had fallen from the 
Senator from Georgia, in respect to the sales of 


| land in Alabama, he would remind him that the 
| were credit sales; and in consequence of the hig 
| prices that were given by the purchasers to the 


Government, it was atlength importuned so much 
from year to year to lower the price, that it was 
finally reduced almost to a minimum, and cash 


| payments were demanded. The ill consequences 
| of high prices, too, had caused the present sys- | 
| tem. 


And, with respect to the system about to be 


| introduced, he considered that it would put a stop 
Mr. TIPTON vindicated the conduct of some 


to speculation entirely, and would greatly tend to 
reduce the revenue of the Government as derived 
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And had not Con- | 


143 


lands would be purchased of them, instead of un- 
reasonable and grasping speculators, so that justice 
would be done to every man. In conclusion, he 
expressed his hope that the provision under con- 
sideration would be adopted by the Senate. 

After a few words from Mr. BAYARD, on 
taking the question, the amendment was rejected 
by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Kent, King of 
Georgia, Knight, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Tomlinson, Wal!, and Webster—22 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Dana, 
Ewirg of lilinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Hubvard, King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Nicho- 
las, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, 
Strange, Tipton, Walker, White, and Wrighi— 
24. 

Mr. CLAY moved to amend the bill by pro- 
viding that the right of preémption shall not apply 
to any lands prior to their being surveyed. 

After some remarks in opposition to the motion, 
by Messrs. Linn and Waker, it was lost—yeas 
23, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Kent, 
King of Alabama, Knight, Morris, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Strange, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Wall, and Webster 
—23. 

NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Dana, Ewing 
of [llinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hlubbard, 
King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell,.Page, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, 
Tipton, Walker, White, and Wright—23. 

Mr. BLACK moved to amend the bill by pro- 
viding that the privileges of this act shall not 
extend to any others than citizens of the United 
States; which motion was adoped—yeas 23, nays 


' 20; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, 
Kent, King of Alabama, Knight, Page, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Swift, 
Tipton, Wall, Webster, and White—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, 
Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Hendricks, Hubbard, 
King of Georgia, Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Tall- 
madge, Walker, and Wright—20. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the bill was 
amended by providing that no preémption shall 
extend beyond the limits of any State or organized 
Territory of the Union. 

Mr. TALLMADGE offered an amendment 


providing that this act shall continue in force untl 


| 30th June, 1842, and no longer. 


Mr. CLAY said, if this biil should be passed, 
the whole of the public lands would be gone. 

Mr. WALKER said he should vote for the 
amendment of the Senator from New York, and 
he would take the occasion to remark, that should 
the bill pass, it would be found on the 30i:h of 
June, 1842, that Congress would have preserved 
from the hands of speculators at least eighty 
million acres of the public domain. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. CLAY, 
RIVES, BAYARD, HUBBARD, and CAL- 
HOUN, the amendment was agreed to without a 
division. 

Mr. MORRIS asked leave to lay an amendment 
on the table, which he proposed to offer as a sub- 
stitute for the bill as amended by the committee; 
which was granted, and it was orderel to be 
printed. 

Mr. MORRIS then moved that the Senate 
adjourn; which motien was rejected—yeas 20, 
nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Kent, King of Georgia, 
Knight, Moore, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Rob- 
bins, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson; Wall, 
and Webster—20. 

NAYS—-Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 


| bert, Dana, Ewing, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, 


from the sales of the publiclands. The great rec- | 


ommendation of the bill was, that the Government 


of the United States was to be the landlord; that | 


Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Nich- 
olas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, 
White, and Wright—26. 

The question war then taken on agreeing to 
the amendment as reported by the Committee on 
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the Public Lands, as amended, and decided in the 
affirmative—vyeas 25, nays 18; as follows: 

Y &EAS—Meesrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulion, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, King of Alabama, 
Linn, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Page, Robinson, Rives, Sevier, Strange, Tall- 
madge, Walker, White, and Wright—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Kent, Knight, Morris, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, 
Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, and Webster 
—18. 

‘The bill was then reported to the Senate as 
amended; and 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, it was ordered to be 
printed as amended. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 31, 1837. 

Mr. Atrorp, member elect from the State of 
Georgia, appeared, was qualified, and took his 
gent. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote of the House by which a memorial from the 
Colonization Society of Kentucky was yesterday 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs; 
which was entered. 

Mr. A. reiterated his argument that every pe- 
tition from this society must necessarily relate to 
the subject of the abolition of slavery, and fell 
under the operation of the resolution of the 18th 
instant, ordering all papers on that subject to lie 
on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, from the Com- 
mittee on Roadsand Canals, reported a resolution 
yroposing to discharge the Committee of the 
Nhole from the ‘bill for the survey of certain 
rivers and roads therein mentioned,”’ and the 
** bill for the survey of the Illinois and Kaskas- 
kia rivers,’’ and to refer said bills to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals; which was concurred 
in. 


~ - 


Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill explana- 
tory of the third section of the act, entitled an 
act granting half pay to widows or orphans when 
their husbands and fathers died in the military ser- 
vice of the United States, in certain cases, and 
for other purposes; which was read twice and 
committed. 


reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin Gannett, 
widower of Deborah Gannett, a suldier of the 
Revolution; which was read twice and committed. 

(‘This is a most singular case, as the following 
statement of facts show: It appears from the re- 
port that the maiden name of the said Deborah 
Gannett was Deborah Sampson, of Sharon, 
Massachusetts. That she enlisted in the army of 
the Revolution, under the assumed name of ‘‘Rob- 
bert Shartleff,”’ served faithfully for nearly three 

ears, until the close of the war, when she was 
Lomenhie discharged. She was at the capture 
of Cornwallis, was wounded at Tarrytown by a 
musket ball, which was never extracted; the effects 
of which wound followed her through life. She 
received a pension from the Government until the 
year 1827, when she died. The said Benjamin 
Gannett is represented to be a poor, but honest 
man. Has expended a considerable sum of 
money from time to ime on account of the disa- 
bilities of his wife, the effect of the hardships 
she endured, and the wound she received while 
in the service. 
. year 1784,a year after the war.]} 


Mr. WARDWELL, from the same committee, | 


reported a resolution proposing to set apart two 
hours on Friday the 10th of February, after one 
o’clock, for the purpose of taking up and con- 
sidering, unless sooner disposed of, all the bills 
reported by the Commitiee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, but that any bill that should elicit de- 
bate should be laid aside, and no further action 
had thereon, on that day, unless by the consent of 
the House. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, expressed a 


Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on | 


‘The marriage took place in the 
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hope that this resolution would not be concurred 


in. 

Mr. WARDWELL, replied that the House 
had always heretofore set apart some time for the 
relief of the old soldiers, and this resolution only 
asked for two hours, ’ 


tionary Claims. 


Mr. JARVIS moved to amend the amendment | 


by including also bills reported from the Commit- 
tee ou Naval Affairs relating to pensions, which 
Mr. PATTON accepted as a modification. 

Mr. HOWELL moved to lay the whole sub-. 


| ject on the table, which was agreed to—7] to 59. 


Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported the following resolution; which 
was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be authorized to send for persons and papers, and 


to inquire into the truth of the charges made in || 


the memorial of William L. Brent and Richard 
S. Cox, complaining of the official conduct of 


Buckner Thruston, one of the judges of the cir- || ¢ 


cuit court of the United States for the District of 
Columbia. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 


Ways and Means, moved that the papers and | 
documents sent in from the Treasury Department | 


yesterday, and then referred to that committee, in 
relation to the claims of the United States against 
the Bank of the United States, be printed; which 
was agreed to. 


Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the | 


Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill pro- 


| viding for the erection of a building for the Post, | 


Office Department; which was read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to increase the rank and 


file of the Army of the United States, and for other || 
| purposes; which was read twice, and referred to 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
the Union. 


Mr. COLES, from the same « 


Union. 
Mr. COLES, from the same committee, re- 


|| ported a joint resolution directing the Secretary 
; || of War to cause the rules and articles of war to 
Mr. WARDWELL, from thesame committee, | be revised, and to report the revision to the next || 


session of Congress; which was read twice, and | 


laid on the table. 


Mr. WASHINGTON, from the Committee | 


for the District of Columbia, reported a bill making 


appropriations for the support of the Penitentiary 


of the District of Columbia, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. SMITH, from the Committee of Ways | 


and Means, reported a bill to provide for certain 
harbors, and to remove the obstructions in and at 
the mouths of certain rivers, and for other pur- 


poses; which was read twice, and committed to | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, also || 
reported a bill providing for the adjustment of | 
certain accounts; which was read twice and com- || 


mitted. 

Mr. 
Foreign Affairs, reported, with amendments, Sen- 
ate bill to continue in force, for a limited time, the 
act entitled ** An act to carry into effect the con- 
vention between the United States and Spain. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, for the relief of Sarah Ames, and 
other heirs-at-law of Benjamin King, deceased; 
which was committed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported, without amendment, Sen- 
ate bill for the relief of Thomas Cannon; which 
was committed. 

Mr. JABVIS, from the Committee on Naval 


| Affairs, made an unfavorable report in the case 


‘| ordered to li the table. 
Mr. PATTON moved to amend it by including || ee et 


also bills reported from the Committee on Revolu- | 


‘|| which was ordered to lie on the table. 


ymmittee, also | 
reported a bill concerning the reorganization of || 
the Army of the United States, and for other pur- | 
poses; which was read twice, and committed to | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | j 


HOWARD, from the Committee on | 


a anuary 3}, 


| of William Poor; which was ordered to lie - 


|| the table. 
|| Mr. WARDWELL, from the Commit 


| . 7 tee 0 
Revolutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable 2 


| port in the case of Massy Harbyson; which Was 


Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, made an unfavorable report 
_ in the case of William Hollins; which was ordereq 
_ to lie on the table. 

Mr. LAY, from the Committee on Roads and 
| Canals, made unfavorable reports in the case 
Lucy Ellis, Barret Hagerman, and Anne Delano, 
| Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Reyo. 

lutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report 
in the case of Lemuel Lobey; which was ordered 
| to lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. KENNON, the Committe 
| on the Public Lands was discharged from the 
further consideration of the case of James Kinny; 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of 
| Claims, made an unfavorable report in the cage 
| of John Cayford; which was ordered to lie on the 





'| table. 


On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, the Com. 
mitte of Claims was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of John W.B.Thom 
son, the individual who defended the Cape Florida 

| light-house, and became perfectly disabled in that 
| defense; and the same was referred to the Com- 
_ mittee on Invalid Pensions. « 

_ Mr. HANNEGAN, on leave, presented a peii- 
tion, 


FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 


The House then took up the motion submitted 
|| by Mr. Be ct, for leave to bring in a bill to secure 


'| the freedom of elections. 


Mr. BELL, who was entitled to the floor, con- 
cluded his remarks. 


Mr. GRAVES obtained the floor, but gave way 


0 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, on whose motion the 
|| House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the consent of the 
House to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
| annual appropriation bills. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, object- 


ing, 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of 
the rule; which was agreed to without a count, 
| and the House accordingly resolved itself into the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Crate in the chair.) - 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG,, the com- 
mittee took up the ‘* bill making appropriations 
for thecurrent expenses of the Indian department, 
_and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the 
| various Indian tribes for the year 1837.”’ 
The bill having been read, 
Mr. CAMBRELENG madea brief explanation 
| in regard to the general features of the biil. 
Several immaterial amendments having been 
| agreed on. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an additional 

item of upwards of $700,000, to cover the expen- 
|| ses of removing, foraging, cléthing, subsistence, 
&c.,ofthe Creek nation of Indians tu their country 
west of the Mississippi, pursuant to the treaty of 
| 1832, and for investigating the frauds, and the 


t 





| causes of the Creek war, &c.; which, after some 
‘| conversation between Messrs. CAMBRELENG, 
GARLAND, of Louisiana, EVERETT, A. H. 
-SHEPPERD, PARKER, and HOLSEY, was 
| agreed to. 

| Mr. CAMBRELENG moved sundry other ad- 
| ditional items in relation to the Seminoles, Otta- 
| was, Miamies, Pottawatomies, Chippewas, 
| loways, Osages, Kansas, Delawares, Missourias, 
| Cherokees, Winnebagoes, Weas, &c.; which were 
| all severally agreed to. 

| Mr. ASHLEY moved an amendment, em- 
'| bracing the payment of a claim of $1,610 for ser- 
| vice performed under the Superintendent of Indian 
| Affairs at St. Louis, Missouri; which, after a few 
| words from the mover, Mr. CAMBRELENG, 
and Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri; was agreed 
it to. 
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